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A Contribution to the Knowledge of the Wolf Spiders
(Araneae: Lycosidae) of Albania
Gergin Blagoev1
Abstract: Twenty-one species of wolf spiders (Lycosidae) have been established from 29
collecting sites (0-2550 m a.s.l.) in Albania. Sixteen species are new tî the spider fauna of
this country. Taxonomic remarks and illustrations for the species Pardosa atomaria (C. L.
Koch, 1839) and Pardosa cribrata (L. Koch, 1866) are presented.
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Introduction
The lycosid fauna of Albania is still poorly known. The first description of spiders from
Albania was made by di CAPORIACCO (1932, 1949) who reported 11 species from the
area. At the same time, GILTAY (1932) announced one addional species. Scarce data on
wolf spiders in the region can be found in the papers of TONGIORGI (1966) and WUNDERLICH
(1968). Altogether 12 species have been recorded in the entire literature on this topic.
The accumulation of new data, due to intensive faunistic studies by Bulgarian zoologists
in the last few years, enabled the appearance of this contribution.

Material and Methods
The survey of spiders established on the territory of Albania comprises 29 collecting sites
(0-2550 m a.s.l.) in the period 1993 - 2002. The majority of spiders were collected by
the author, but some materials were collected by other colleagues mentioned in Table 1.
The material is kept in the Collections of the Institute of Zoology, Bulgarian Academy
of Sciences, Sofia.
The localities in Albania are presented in Fig. 1 and Table 1.

Results and Discussion
Species composition
This contribution is based on collections from 29 localities (Table 1) comprising 21
lycosid species from 7 genera: Alopecosa - 3, Arctosa - 2, Hogna - 1, Lycosa - 1, Pardosa
- 11, Pirata - 2, Trabea - 1 (Table 2). Twelve species are new to the spider fauna of
Albania (marked with an asterisk; Table 1).
In taxonomical respect some of the species need discussions.

Fig. 1. The localities where the spiders have been collected in Albania.
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