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Review of the Tabanids (Diptera: Tabanidae) from
Bulgaria

(27), Heptatoma (1), Haematopota (10), Dasyrhamphis (3) and Philipomyia (2).
The sources of information for each species are given, as well as the synonyms
existing in specialized literature of tabanid fauna in Bulgaria and the distribution in
Bulgaria and in the Palaearctic Region.
The sequence of species arrangement is according the Catalogue of Palaearctic
Diptera (CHVALA 1988). The distribution of species in the Palaearctic Region is according to CHVALA (1988).

Family Tabanidae
Subfamily Pangoniinae

Diana Ganeva1
Abstract: The present work sums up the available data about the diversity of species of
Bulgarian tabanid fauna. The synonyms, the distribution in Bulgaria and the Palaearctic
Region of 74 known tabanid species and subspecies belonging to 12 genera are presented.
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Introduction
The first data about tabanids in Bulgaria are communicated by YOAKIMOV (1899) in his
studies about the entomological fauna of the Rila Mountain. Later NEDYALKOV (1909,
1912) completed the information with observations on 29 species from different regions
in Bulgaria. A considerable contribution to the studies of the Bulgarian tabanid fauna
has Drensky. He summarized his own data and data from the collections of Yoakimov,
Buresch, Ilchev, Petkov, Nedyalkov, Chorbadjiev and reported 52 tabanid species and
13 subspecies (DRENSKY 1929). New data about the distribution of recognized tabanid
species are published by DRENSKY (1931, 1942, 1952, 1960), DRENOVSKI (1936) and
BESHOVSKI (1964, 1971), whereas TRIFONOV et al. (1964) established 6 new species
during faunistic and ecological studies on tabanids in Southeastern Bulgaria.
A number of foreign entomologists have also contributed to the diversity of Bulgarian tabanid species (SZILADY 1923, KROBER 1925, 1938, SHANNON, HADJINICOLAOU
1936, MOUCHA 1962, MOUCHA, CHVÁLA 1961, 1964, LECLERCQ 1957, 1966, OLSUFJEV
et al. 1967, etc.). MOUCHA and CHVÁLA (1961) found out 5 new species in Bulgaria and
later MOUCHA (1962) reported another new species - Tabanus fraseri AUSTEN, 1925.
The cooperative survey of OLSUFJEV, MOUCHA and CHVÁLA (1967) outlined for the first
time the species Tabanus prometheus SZILADY, 1923 in the Bulgarian fauna and described the subspecies Tabanus spodopterus ponticus OLSUFJEV, MOUCHA, CHVÁLA 1967,
observed in the vicinity of Nessebar.
The faunistic studies on tabanidae in Bulgaria are pursued at the end of the last
century by Ganeva. Having studied the tabanid fauna in the region of Stara Zagora, she
reported 5 new species and confirmed the incidence of another 7 species in the
Bulgarian fauna (GANEVA 1998b).
The present report reviews the existing information about the diversity of tabanids
in Bulgaria. The analysis of data showed that the Bulgarian tabanid fauna is represented by 74 species and subspecies referring to 12 genera: Pangonius (4), Silvius (2),
Nemorius (1), Chrysops (8), Atylotus (5), Therioplectes (3), Hybomitra (8), Tabanus
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Genus Pangonius Latreille, 1802
(1) Pangonius (Pangonius) obscuratus (LOEW, 1859)
Reports: [1] DRENSKY (1929); [2] DRENSKY (1942); [3] DRENSKY (1960); [4]
SHANNON, HADJINICOLAOU (1936); [5] KRÖBER (1938); [6] CHVÁLA et al. (1972); [7]
CHVÁLA (1988).
Distribution in Bulgaria: Sadovo, Sliven, Strandzha (Ravna gora), the Struma
valley [1], Varna [2], Burgas Region (Poda) [3].
Distribution: Europe, Asia (Turkey).
Remarks: According to CHVÁLA et al. (1972), Pangonius obscuratus is known to
exist in Bulgaria only from bibliographical data.
(2) Pangonius (Pangonius) pyritosus (LOEW, 1859)
Reports: [1] KRÖBER (1925); [2] KRÖBER (1938); [3] DRENSKY (1929); [4] DRENSKY
(1942); [5] SHANNON, HADJINICOLAOU (1936); [6] MOUCHA, CHVÁLA (1961); [7] CHVÁLA
et al. (1972); [8] CHVÁLA (1988).
Synonyms: Pangonia pyritosa Loew var. hirsutipalpis (KRÖBER, 1921) [1, 2, 3];

Distribution in Bulgaria: Varna [1, 3, 4, 6, 8], Strandzha Mountain (Ravna gora,
Novo selo), Trakia [3], on the Black Sea coast [7].
Distribution: Europe, Asia (Turkey).
(3) Pangonius (Melanopangonius) funebris (MACQUART, 1846)
Reports: [1] CHVÁLA et al. (1972); [2] CHVÁLA (1988).
Distribution in Bulgaria: The authors do not indicate the localities of the species in
Bulgaria. Up to now we have not found specimens from this species in our country.
Distribution: Europe, North Africa (Algeria).
(4) Pangonius (Melanopangonius) haustellatus (FABRICIUS, 1781)
Reports: [1] NEDYALKOV (1912); [2] DRENSKY (1929); [3] DRENSKY (1942); [4]
SHANNON, HADJINICOLAOU (1936); [5] KRÖBER (1938); [6] LECLERCQ (1957); [7] CHVÁLA
et al.(1972); [8] CHVÁLA (1988).
Synonyms: Pangonia marginata FABRICIUS, 1805 [1]; Pangonia (Melanopangonia) marginata
FABRICIUS, 1805 [2, 3].

Distribution in Bulgaria: Varna [1, 2, 3], Pazardzhik [1, 2], Sadovo [1], Krichim
and Strandzha Mountain [2].
Distribution: Europe, North Africa (Algeria).

Subfamily Chrysopsinae
Genus Silvius MEIGEN, 1820
(5) Silvius (Silvius) algirus MEIGEN, 1830
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