ACTA ZOOLOGICA BULGARICA
Acta zool. bulg., 58 (2), 2006: 147-180

The Ground Beetles (Coleoptera: Carabidae) of South
Dobrudzha, Bulgaria
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Abstract: This paper summarizes data on the distribution of 348 species of ground beetles
(belonging to 83 genera) in South Dobrudzha, Bulgaria. One species (Bembidion (Ocydromus)
persicum Menétriés, 1832) is new to the fauna of Bulgaria. Eleven species are new to the
region, 4 species have been previously recorded from Bulgaria only once, and 121 species
have been previously recorded from less than 3 localities in South Dobrudzha. The species
richness approaches nearly half (47%) of the ground beetle species hitherto known from
Bulgaria. Two hundred twenty-five species (73%) were recorded on the basis of materials
studied by the authors. The bulk of the species (200 species, or 58%) are known from single
or few localities and, hence, they can be described as rare. About 110 species (32%) can be
described as relatively common, and 35 species (10%) can be described as very common, or
mass species. All recorded species are classified into zoogeographical, habitat-preference, and
life-form categories. An analysis of the taxonomic, zoogeographical, ecological and life-form
features of the fauna is given.
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Introduction
The studies on the ground beetle fauna of South Dobrudzha began at the end of the
19th century. The subsequent period of investigation can be divided into three stages,
according to the aims and methods of study. The first publications on ground beetles
were mostly faunistic and originated between 1884 and 1928. In three well-known
works on Bulgarian insects (Kovachev 1905, Markovitch 1909, Nedelkov 1909), the
authors reported a total number of about 70 species of Carabidae from Northeastern
Bulgaria, originating mainly from the districts of Russe, Razgrad and Varna. The
detailed survey on the Balkan fauna of Adephaga of Apfelbeck (1904) is another
important source of information, wherein about 30 species from South Dobrudzha,
mainly from the vicinities of Varna, as well as single records from Silistra, Srebarna
and the northern Black Sea Coast, were published. Later, the Czech entomologist F.
Rambousek published his review on the beetle fauna of Bulgaria containing several
records on Carabidae from Dobrudzha (Rambousek 1912).
The second period of research, carried out between 1928 and 1950, is characterized by more intensive and detailed faunistic investigations. In the late twenties,
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