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Two New Molluscs (Gastropoda: Euconulidae,
Bivalvia: Sphaeridae) from Bulgaria
Michal Horsák1
Abstract: The snail Euconulus praticola (Reinhardt, 1883) (Gastropoda: Euconulidae) and the
bivalve Pisidium globulare Clessin, 1873 (Bivalvia: Sphaeridae) are published from Bulgaria
for the first time. Their ecology and identification characters are commented.
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Introduction
In the course of ecological research of Bulgarian fens I found two new mollusc species for Bulgaria, of which one was a land snail (Gastropoda) and the other was a
pill-clam (Bivalvia). These finds were not too surprising, because the malacologists
have overlooked fens also in other parts of Europe (cf. Horsák, Hájek 2003). High
attention has been paid only to the Western Carpathians, where a comprehensive
research of fens has been performed since 1999 (e.g. Hájek et al. 2002, Hájková,
Hájek 2004, Poulíčková et al. 2005, Horsák 2006). The results of the recent studies
confirm that these habitats can present an interesting area for general ecological
research and these are also of prime importance from the nature conservation point
of view. Among fen snails there are even species, which are preserved in many
countries of Europe (e.g. Vertigo angustior and V. moulinsiana).

Material and Methods
One sample of 12 litre volume, comprising the upper soil layer including litter, bryophytes, and herbaceous vegetation, was collected in each fen site, in order to sample
snail assemblages. The samples were washed through a bowl-shaped sieve (mesh size
0.5 mm) to wash out the fine clay particles (otherwise they would have caused all
the material to stick together after drying). The coarse plant matter was removed by
hand. This method is described in detail by Horsák (2003). After drying, the material was separated by sieving into fractions of different particle size, from which the
shells were extracted by hand-sorting under a binocular microscope. The primary
goal was always to detect the site’s species pool as exhaustively as possible.

Institute of Botany and Zoology, Faculty of Science, Masaryk University, Kotlářská 2, CZ-61137
Brno, Czech Republic; e-mail: horsak@sci.muni.cz

1

283

