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On the taxonomic position of the East Asian species of the
genus Ummidia Thorell, 1875 (Araneae: Ctenizidae)
Joachim Haupt1
Abstract: Original webspiders like Mygalomorphae or Mesothelae may cause some taxonomical problems,
because the morphological characters usually used among Araneomorphae may not allow a clear distinction
of these species. This is the case even in female receptacula where differences may be slight or a great variability may exists in a single population. A critical review on the history of synonymization and a comparison
of the biology of East Asian Ummidia species leads to a new classification: The two species known from
Japan and from Taiwan are members of the genus Conothele. The way they construct their short, superficial
burrow is entirely identical with the species of Conothele. Members of the genus Ummidia differ considerably in their behaviour: they dig burrows in the soil.
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Introduction
In many studies on the Japanese spider fauna the ctenizid Ummidia fragaria (Dönitz, 1887) is
mentioned (Chikuni 1989, Kim et al. 1995, Yaginuma 1986, Yoshikura 1987). But does this species really belong to the genus where it is placed now? The original genus name Pachylomerus
was changed into Pachylomerides by Strand (1934) in cause of preoccupation (Bonnet 19541959) and was synonymized with Ummidia by Denis (1938). On this occasion the type material of
U. fragaria may not have been checked.

Material and Methods
East Asian species of Ummidia fragaria (Dönitz, 1887) (type material) and U. taiwanensis Tso,
Haupt, Zhu, 2003 from Nantou county (Taiwan) were studied and compared to undescribed material from Thailand (Thanboke Khoranee Nat. Park) and material of Conothele arboricola from
Neu-Pommern / New Britain, i.e. an island close to the East coast of New Guinea. For comparative
purposes representatives of Ummidia aedificatoria (Westwoood, 1840) and U. audouini (Lucas,
1835) were examined. U. fragaria, U. aedificatoria, U. audouini, U. taiwanensis and Conothele
arboricola are deposited in the Zoological Museum of Humboldt University (Berlin). U. taiwanensis is also deposited in the National Museum of Natural Science (Taichung, Taiwan).

Results
Originally a new Japanese ctenizid species was described under the name of Pachylomerus fragaria
Dönitz, 1887. This genus name still exists as the subfamily name ‘Pachylomerinae (Raven, 1985)’.
Roewer (1954) states that all species of the genus Pachylomerus are found under the name Pachylomerides since Strand (1934) changed the name in that way in cause of preoccupation. It has to
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