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The spider fauna of the Gülek Pass (Turkey) and its environs
(Araneae)
Aydın Topçu1, Hakan Demir1, Osman Seyyar1, Tuncay Türkeş2
Abstract: The present study puts on record 140 species belonging to 70 genera and 28 families established
in the region of Gülek Pass, Turkey. Five species, Enoplognatha mordax (Thorell, 1875), Araneus sturmi
(Hahn, 1831), Hypsosinga albovittata (Westring, 1851), Lycosa singoriensis (Laxmann, 1770) and Pardosa
hortensis (Thorell, 1872), are new country records. The zoogeographical categories and habitats for all the
spiders established in the region are presented.
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Introduction
The Turkish spiders are rather poorly studied. The most important papers dealing with the araneofauna of the country are those of Kulczyński (1903), Nosek (1905), Roewer (1960), Karol
(1967), and a series of publications of Brignoli (1968, 1972, 1978a,b, 1979a,b). All existing
information was summarised recently by Bayram (2002) and Topçu et al. (2005). In terms of
spiders, still quite a number of regions remain to be faunistically prospected. The Gülek Pass in
Toros Mountains is one of these white spots. The aim of the current study is to put on record the
results of the investigations carried out between 2001 and 2003 in Gülek Pass and its environs,
and to provide an analysis of the species diversity.

Study area and Material
The Gülek Pass forms the main passage through the Toros Mountains, which are situated in
southeastern Turkey. It has transitional characteristics between the low plains of the Mediterranean region and the high central plateau of Anatolia. Dominating the Mediterranean coast are
the western and main ranges of the Toros Mountains, which tower over the narrow plains along
the Mediterranean Sea. Rivers and streams that flow into the sea have cut steep-sided, narrow
valleys through the main Toros range, providing natural passes through the mountains. The pass
connects the alluvial Adana Plain, one of the most highly developed agricultural areas in Turkey,
with the interior regions.
The vegetation types of the four main areas sampled are listed below:
- Steppe area, with plant community composed of: Berberis crataegina, Crataegus monogyna, Eleagnus angustifolia, Onobrychis cornuta, Convolvulus compactus, Genista albida,
Poa annua, Muscari longipes, Astragalus, and Acantholimon.
- Forest area, with plant community composed of: Quercus infectoria, Q. coccifera,
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