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New data on the occurrence of Gnaphosa rufula (L. Koch, 1866)
and Gnaphosa mongolica Simon, 1895 in Hungary
(Araneae: Gnaphosidae)
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Abstract: Several years of study on the spider assemblages of mosaics of grassland habitats in Hungary
revealed that two little known gnaphosid species are both dominant spiders of their particular habitats.
Gnaphosa rufula (L. Koch, 1866) proved to be one of the most dominant spiders in salt marshes and saline
meadows, while Gnaphosa mongolica Simon, 1895 was collected in large numbers on sandy grasslands.
Hungary is their westernmost location. Both species can be collected mainly from April to August.
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Introduction
Most of the grassland habitats of Hungary are mosaics of agricultural and different types of natural
habitats. These habitats possess their specialised flora and fauna. In the last few years remarkable
attention was devoted to many kinds of natural grassland habitats, e.g. loess steppes, alkaline
grasslands, wet marshes and sandy grasslands from a faunistical and ecological point of view.
Our several years of studies on the spider assemblages of these mosaics of grassland habitats
in Hungary revealed that two, previously little known gnaphosid species are in fact the dominant
spiders of their particular habitats. Gnaphosa rufula (L. Koch, 1866) was found for the first time
in Hungary in 1998 (Dudás 2001, Szita et al. 2000), while Gnaphosa mongolica Simon, 1895 was
known earlier from Hungarian and Romanian localities as Gnaphosa spinosa Kulczyński, 1897
(Balogh, Loksa 1946, 1948, Chyzer, Kulczyński 1897, Loksa 1987, Kerekes 1988, Weiss, Marcu
1988). This name proved to be the junior synonym of G. mongolica (Ovtsharenko et al. 1992).
G. mongolica was also known from Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, southern part of Russia, Ukraine
and Mongolia, while G. rufula was found in Kazakhstan and the southern part of Russia; Hungary
seems to be their known westernmost location (Ovtsharenko et al. 1992, Platnick 2005).

Material and Methods
Collecting places and study years
The sampling sites were located in areas belonging to four national parks: alkaline and sandy
grasslands of Bükk N.P., Hortobágy N.P., Kiskunság N.P. and Körös-Maros N.P. The surveys
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