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A contribution to the knowledge of the Turkish spider fauna
(Araneae)
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Abstract: Six spider species, Araneus quadratus Clerck, 1757, Parazygiella montana (C.L. Koch, 1834),
Alopecosa etrusca Lugetti, Tongiorgi, 1969, Arctosa stigmosa (Thorell, 1875), Heliophanus cupreus
(Walckenaer, 1802) and Talavera aequipes (O. P.-Cambridge, 1871), are reported for the first time from
Turkey. Their morphology is briefly described and illustrated.
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Introduction
The spiders of Turkey are insufficiently studied as hitherto only 613 species have been registered
on the territory of the country (Topçu et al. 2005). Taking into account the unique geographic position of the country as a bridge between Europe and Asia Minor, a much higher species diversity is
expected, especially when the investigations are laid on a systematic ground. In comparison, the
spider faunas of Bulgaria, Germany, Greece and Russia number 985 (Deltshev, Blagoev 2001),
925 (Koponen 1993), 856 (Bosmans, Chatzaki 2005) and 1974 species (Mikhailov 2002), respectively. The present study reports six species new for the Turkish araneofauna. Information about
the species morphology, exact locality and general distributions is provided for each species.

Material and Methods
The material were collected by pitfall trapping, or manually under stones and on plants, and were
preserved in 70% ethanol. The identification and drawings were made by using SZX9 Olympus
stereomicroscope with a camera lucida. The keys of Heimer, Nentwig (1991), Roberts (1995),
and Locket, Millidge (1951, 1953) were used for the species’ identification. All measurements
reported in the text are in millimetres. The material is deposited in the Arachnology Museum of
Niğde University (NUAM).

Results
Araneus quadratus Clerck, 1757
Material examined: 1♀, Adana province, Belemedik, 15.VII.2002, found in the grass.
Female: Body length: 12.8; carapace length: 4.52, width: 5.96; length of legs: I - 22.9,
II - 19.5, III - 14.2, IV - 20.8; leg I: coxa - 1.82, trochanter - 0.98, femur - 6.04, patella - 2.44,
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