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Abstract:

A total of 221 species from 30 families were found in 14 localities from the Maleshevska Mountain (SW
Bulgariа). Four species (Lazaeola tristis, Trachelas rayi, Nomisia ripariensis, and Xysticus gymnocephalus) are new to the Bulgarian fauna. The species Nomisia ripariensis and Zodarion ohridense are
illustrated.
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Introduction

Study Area and Material

The species composition of the Maleshevska
Mountain is not well known. Data on spiders in
SW Bulgaria could be found only in the works of
Drensky (1931, 1936���
a��, ����
b���
)��, Deltshev� (1983, 1984,
1985, 19����������
88��������
, 1990,
������ 2004),�
������� ���������
but they �������������������
do not mention the
Maleshevska Mts. The first information concerning
the problem is represented in the papers of Lazarov
(2005a, 2005b).
The aim of this study is to present the diversity
of spider fauna in the Maleshevska Mountain in two
parts. The first part comprises a faunistic list of the
spiders established after the research during the first
year and taxonomic notes concerning two species.
The second part will include the final species list and
zoogeographical characteristics. This contribution
is made possible by intensive research in the recent
years (2002-2003) in the frames of projects № ��
Б�МУ���������������
-1106/01 and №
�� Б������������
�������������
-�����������
МУ���������
-��������
1101/01.

The largest part of the territory of the Maleshevska
Mountain (537.5 sqk) is situated in South-West
Bulgaria. A minor part lies within the territory of the
Republic of Macedonia. The Bulgarian part (subject
to the present study) borders the Vlahina Mountain
to the north, and the Ograzhden Mountain to the
south. To the east, the mountain’s slopes end at the
neighbouring valley of Sandanski-Petrich, and to the
west it is limited by Bulgaria’s national border. The
highest peak Ilyov Vrah (1804 m) is situated on the
borderline. The mountain’s Bulgarian part is about 35
km long along its north-south axis, and 10 km wide
to the north and 20 km wide to the south (Fig. 1). The
mountain nests rich and diverse plant life, which is
the result of the influence of the Submediterranean
climate.
The study lines served by thirty pitfall traps
(45 soil traps and 25 tree traps with mouth diameter
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