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Population Ecology and Biology of Testudo hermanni  
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Abstract:  A s���� p�p���ti�� �f Testudo hermanni boettgeri Mojsisovics, �889, w�s dis��vered ��d st�died i� det�i� 
i� t�e e�ster���st p�rt �f t�e B��k�� M���t�i� R���e – E�i�sk� M���t�i�. 57 Testudo hermanni GMelin, 
�789, wit� �d��t sex r�ti� ���es/fe���es �f �.52 were ��rked ��d des�ribed. O��� ��e ���e spe�i�e� �f 
Testudo graeca ibera Pallas, �8��, w�s f���d ��d ��rked. T�e ��e str��t�re w�s skewed, ��w j�ve�i�e/
fe���e r�ti� – �.�9 p�i�ted �t �� ���r�i�� de��i�e �f p�p���ti�� de�sit�. Det�i�ed, ���ti����s �bserv��
ti��s �ver t�e se�s���� ��d d�i�� ��tivit� �eve�, territ�ri�� ��d ���rts�ip be��vi��r were ���d��ted i� t�e 
��e�d ��d wit�i� t�e e����sed pr�te�ted 2��� sq. � �re�. Seve� �d��t fe���es, � ���es ��d �2 ��t���i��s 
were t�e �bje�t �f det�i�ed �bserv�ti��s i� t�e e����sed pr�te�ted �re�. T�e ��t��� �est ex��v�ti�� ��d t�e 
e�� ���i�� pr��ess were pre�ise�� des�ribed, ����� wit� s��e ���s��� be��vi��r, t�e preferred ti�e f�r 
�esti�� w�s �ss��ed�� est�b�is�ed. M��it�ri�� �f te�per�t�res d�ri�� i���b�ti�� peri�d �f � ��t�r�� �est 
w�s ��rried ��t ��d t�e res��ts were ���p�red wit� t�e ��es �e�s�red i� �� �rti���i�� i���b�t�r e�vir���
�e�t. Det�i�ed des�ripti�� �f t�e ��t���i��s ��d t�eir deve��p�e�t ��d �r�wt� r�te d�ri�� t�e ��rst 9� d��s 
w�s ��de.
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Introduction
T�e s�ste��ti� st�d� �f t�e distrib�ti�� ��d 
�b��d���e �f Mediterr��e�� t�rt�ises i� B����ri� 
��s bee� ��derw�� f�r t�e p�st 2� �e�rs (Beshkov 
�98�). S�rve�s �f ����� p�p���ti��s exist f�r � few 
re�i��s, ��st�� i� t�e s��t�er� p�rt �f t�e ����tr� 
(lazarkevitch-stancheva �997). I� �e�er�� t�e 
������tive d�t� �� t�e prese�t st�t�s �f B����ri�� 
t�rt�ise p�p���ti��s �re s��r�e �r �bse�t f�r ��st 
re�i��s.

T�e ����e�ti�� �f t�rt�ises f�r ����� 
���s��pti�� ��d f�r pet tr�de, t�e i�tr�d��ti�� �f 
i�te�sive ��ri���t�re ���si�� s�bst��ti�� ��bit�t 
��ter�ti��, t�e risi�� ���ber �f free�r���i�� pi�s, 
d��s, j��k��s ��d wi�d b��rs, t�e ���k �f effe�tive 

���serv�ti�� �e�s�res ��d ��ti��s, ��d t�e ���� 
re�r�it�e�t peri�d wit�i� t�rt�ise p�p���ti��s, et�., 
��ve res��ted i� ���sider�b�e �e��tive i�p��ts �p�� 
t�e distrib�ti�� ��d t�e �b��d���e �f t�rt�ises ��d i� 
s��e �re�s ��ve �ed t� t�eir dis�ppe�r���e. Det�i�ed 
st�dies �f v�ri��s ����� p�p���ti��s wi�� ��ke � 
si��i�����t ���trib�ti�� t� ��dert�ki�� �deq��te 
steps t� st�p t�e de��i�e ��d t�e dis�ppe�r���e �f 
t�rt�ises i� B����ri�. T�is p�per f���ses �p�� �spe�ts 
�f t�e p�p���ti�� e������ ��d bi����� �f t�rt�ises 
�f p�rti����r re�ev���e t� t�e c��serv�ti�� �f t��se 
p�p���ti��s i���biti�� s����, �ir���s�ribed re�i��s.

Brief Characteristics of the Area

T�e st�d� �re� is sit��ted i� t�e e�ster���st p�rt �f t�e 
B��k�� M���t�i� R���e – E�i�sk� M���t�i�, ����


