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Abstract:  Two specimens of catfish obtained in small artificial lake situated near the Doctor Yosifovo village, district 
Montana (North-West Bulgaria) were identified according to their morphological characteristics ascharacteristics asas Silu-
rus aristotelis (Agassiz, 1857) – new species in the Bulgarian ichthyofauna. This is the first finding of the 
Aristotle’s catfish outside the territory of Greece. In all likelihood, the species was introduced in Bulgaria 
as a seeding fish from North Greece (Macedonia). 
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The Family Siluridae is represented in the European 
freshwaters by two species – Silurus glanis Linnaeus, 
1758, and Silurus aristotelis (agassiz, 1857) 
(KotteLat, 1997). The Wels catfish,97). The Wels catfish, Silurus glanis, 
is widespread in Europe. This is Europe’s largest 
freshwater fish reaching maximum length of 5 m and 
weight up to about 300 kg (KarapetKova, zhivKov, 
1995). Being an important species for commercial 
fisheries, it is used for aquaculture and for stocking 
of different natural and artificial lakes. 

The other species, Aristotle’s catfish, Silurus 
aristotelis, was reported as endemic to Acheloos 
River and its tributaries and in the lakes Trichonis, 
Lysimacheia, Ozeros and Amvrakia in South Greece 
(Muus, DaLströM, 1968; KobayaKawa, 1989;; 
MauraKis, econoMiDis, 2003). It was also intro-
duced to the lakes Pamvotis, Ioannina and Volvi in 
Macedonia, probably because of its commercial im-
portance regardless of its relatively small size reach-

ing in total length up to 40 cm (KobayaKawa, 1989;; 
MauraKis, econoMiDis, 2003).

In the beginning of 2007, we received several 
living specimens of catfish for examination. The 
fish were collected in small artificial lake near the 
Doctor Yosifovo village, district of Montana (North-
West Bulgaria). About two years ago, several small 
reservoirs in the region were stocked with 2000 
juveniles of catfish taken from the region of the 
Petrich town (South-West Bulgaria). According to 
the observations of the manager of basins, in the 
recently introduced catfishes, successful natural 
reproduction occurs since about 1+ age, but the 
mature fishes reached the maximum weight of 
about 1.5 kg. Two specimens of the catfish obtained 
were examined after they died. Both examined 
specimens are conserved in formalin and are kept in 
the collection of the Central Laboratory of General 
Ecology, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences.


