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Abstract:

This paper presents the first compilation of spiders of the western part of the Nestos Delta. In 2002 and
2004 spiders were caught on 33 sites using pitfall trapping and hand sampling. Altogether 213 species
from 28 families were found. 61 spider species are new records to Greece, 126 species were found in
Macedonia for the first time. Interesting faunistic records are Monaeses israliensis, new to Europe, Dolomedes plantarius, Pelecopsis parallela and Pellenes arciger.
All species were classified into 17 zoogeographical categories, grouped into 4 complexes. Most of the
species are widely distributed. The European complex comprises 21 species, while the Mediterranean
complex is presented by 17 species. Brachythele denieri, Aelurillus guecki, Chalcoscirtus helverseni and
Xysticus thessalicoides are considered to be Balkan endemics.
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Introduction
The importance of the Balkan Peninsula as an
arachnofauna-specification hotspot in Europe has already been discussed (DELTSHEV 1979, 1999, THALER
et al. 2000). Greece covers the southern part of the
Balkan Peninsula. In the north-eastern part of this
country, the East-Macedonian-Thracian belt of wetlands contains a large number of different habitats.
This, and the influence of three biogeographical
regions (central-European, Mediterranean, Pontic),
entail a great variety of species (JERRENTRUP et al.
1989).
The information about the spider fauna of
Greece and especially of Macedonia and Thracia is
poor (THALER pers. comm.). The first contributions to
the Greek arachnofauna were presented by BRULLÉ
(1832), LUCAS (1853), PAVESI (1877, 1878), SIMON
(1880, 1884) and KULCZYN’SKI (1903). BRISTOWE

(1934) and HADJISSARANTOS (1936, 1940) were the
first to compile extensive catalogues of Greek spiders. The first data on the spiders of the Macedonian
and the Thracian areas of Greece were published
by SIMON (1916), FAGE (1921) and ROEWER (1959).
Later works treated only a limited number of families, genera or species (e. g. BRIGNOLI 1968, 1971a, b,
1972a, b, 1974a-c, 1976, 1977, 1979, 1984, THALER
1985, 1996, 1997, KNOFLACH 1996a, b, 1997, 1998,
METZNER 1999, THALER et al. 2000, CHATZAKI et al.
2002a-b, 2003, THALER, KNOFLACH 2004). BOSMANS,
CHATZAKI (2005) summarized all previous works
dealing with the arachnofauna of Greece in a new
catalogue of Greek spiders.
The arachnofauna of the Nestos Delta had never been previously investigated by other than WOLF
(2003), who worked mainly on the spider and beetle
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