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Abstract:

Ten Aphidiinae genera and 22 species were identified and reported from Bulgaria. Eight species of them
are new to the Bulgarian fauna. Brief information about their location, catching, and general spreading is
given.
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Introduction
Aphidiinae is a very distinct group biologically. All
of its species without exception are parasitoids of
aphids (STARÝ 1970, MEDVEDEV 1986). About 173
species are known in Europe, which belong to 23
genera (MEDVEDEV 1986). Eleven genera of these
and 28 species are known in Bulgaria (KOLAROV
1997). The people, who have worked on the problem in Bulgaria, are: STARÝ (1962), CHRISTOVA
(1973), VASILEVA-SAMNALIEVA (1976), POPOV (1978),
HARIZANOVA (1996), ATANASOVA (1997), BLAGOV
(1997), LAVCHIEVA et al. (1998). The present work
reports the genera and species of Aphidiinae parasitoids, which have been collected from Malaise traps,
entomological net and mummies.

Materials and Methods
The samples were collected mostly from South
Bulgaria: The experimental field of the Agricultural
University, Plovdiv (AU-EF in the text), Black Sea

Coast, Rhodope Mts., Ograzhden Mts., Osogovo
Mts., Rila Mts., Pirin Mts., Slavyanka Mts., Belasitsa
Mts. A small part of the samples was collected from
North Bulgaria (Lovech town). The material was collected by three different methods. The main part of
the material was gathered with Malaise traps (Mai.
trap in the text), which were checked periodically
every 15 days. Part of the material was gathered with
entomological net (Ent. net in the text) and a small
part emerged from aphids. Samples from various
plants bearing aphid colonies consisting of both live
and mummified aphids were collected from various
areas of Bulgaria. The sample was placed separately
in a plastic bag, which was brought to the laboratory
where aphids were identified to species. Live aphids
were preserved in 90% ethyl alcohol, for later identification. Mummified aphids of the same species and
plant samples were placed in groups in small plastic
boxes. The collected and emerged Aphidiinae parasitoids were identified using appropriate descriptions
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