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Great White Egret (Egretta alba) – a New Breeding Species
of a Mixed Heronry at Dragoman Marsh, Western Bulgaria
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Abstract:

On 28 June 2007 a nest of Great White Egrets with four juveniles in it was discovered in the reed massifs of the Dragoman marsh, Western Bulgaria. Between 3 and 5 pairs of Great White Egrets, 5-8 pairs
of Purple Herons and one pair of Grey Herons were breeding in a loose colony in the northern part of the
marsh. The colony was discovered for the first time in 2006, but it was formed only by Purple Herons.
Thus the Dragoman Marsh is the only breeding site of the Great White Egret in Bulgaria apart from the
Srebarna Lake and it is very important place for the conservation of the species on national level. Until
now breeding of the Great White Egrets was not reported for inland parts of Bulgaria apart from the Danube River course.
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Introduction

Study Area

Great White Egret (Egretta alba LINNAEUS 1758) is a
cosmopolitan species, which is sparsely distributed
in parts of Eastern and Central Europe, mainly in the
Pannonian basin, the Danube delta, the Ukraine and
European Russia and showing population increase during the recent decades in most of its European nesting
sites (HAGEMEJER, BLAIR 1997, BIRDLIFE INTERNATIONAL
2004). In Bulgaria only one small permanent breeding colony exists at the Srebarna Lake on the Danube,
with 2-12 pairs during the recent years (SIMEONOV
et al. 1990, KAMBOUROVA 2005, SHURULINKOV et.al.
2007a). Attempts for breeding were also reported for
the Vaya Lake near Burgas (DIMITROV et al. 2005). In
June 2007 breeding of the species was proven for the
first time in Western Bulgaria (apart from the Danube
area) – at Dragoman Marsh. This record is the subject
of the present work.

The Dragoman Marsh (UTM: FN65) is a karst marsh
located at 40 km to the northwest of Sofia. It was one
of the most important wetlands in the country before
it was drained in the 1930s. After the operation of the
only pump station used for hydro melioration was
stopped in the late 1990s and after active nature-conservation work, quick restoration of the Dragoman
Marsh and its breeding avifauna was reported
(SHURULINKOV et al. 2007b). The Dragoman Marsh
now covers between 300 and 400 ha with variable
water levels and rich water vegetation. Extensive areas covered with Phragmites australis (CAV.) TRIN.
ex STEUDEL, Carex sp., Typha sp., Shoenoplectus sp.,
Juncus sp. offer good shelter to birds. There is abundant food supply for fish eating birds: numerous
populations of fish, mainly Carassius auratus live in
the waters of the marsh.
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