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Abstract:

The Caspian Whipsnake is a strictly protected snake species in Hungary, reaching the northern- and westternmost distribution limit of its areal. Hungarian populations were previously only known from two
regions, one around Budapest, on the south-western limestone hills, and another in the southernmost part
of the country, on a warm hill named Szársomlyó. In the past 5 years, following the recommendations of
the species protection action plan and some laic reports in need of confirmation, a detailed survey began
on the series of loess walls along the western shore of the River Danube. Several new Whipsnake habitats have been discovered, which are presented and described here for the first time: at the settlements
of Dunaújváros and Dunaföldvár. The zoogeographical and nature conservation importance of the newly
outlined distribution of the Caspian Whipsnake in Hungary is discussed.
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Introduction
The Caspian Whipsnake, Dolichophis caspius
(GMELIN, 1789), populations in Hungary were previously mentioned for a long time as a subspecies (caspius) of Coluber jugularis. The distribution area of
this species extends from the Budai Hills in Hungary
to the Lower-Caucasus Mountains (SCHCHERBAK,
BÖHME 1993). Mainly because of recent habitat
destructions the Caspian Whipsnake occur only in
isolated populations within this area. Hungarian
populations are at the northernmost part of the world
range. In Hungary the Caspian Whipsnake was initially only known (DELY 1978) from the Budai Hills
and the Villányi Hills (Szársomlyó, South Hungary).
The headcount of these populations (mainly in the
Budai Hills) has reduced year by year as a result of
*

habitat destruction (KORSÓS 1997; BELLAAGH, BAKÓ
2004). Since 1974 the Caspian Whipsnake is a strictly protected species in Hungary and listed in Annex
II of the Bern Convention of the Council of Europe
and in the Annex IV of the Habitat Directive of the
European Union (BÁLDI et al. 1995).
So far the Caspian Whipsnake was known in
Hungary only from the sunny, dry, precipitous and
grovely limestone or dolomite areas of two regions.
At the end of the 20th century the species was considered close to extinction in the Budai Hills, but in
2001 a fresh snake shed was found. Next year a living
specimen was also found in Budapest on the Sas Hill
(HERCZEG et al. 2002), but its origin is dubious with
regards that several Bulgarian and Romanian whip-
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