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First occurrence of Neogobius fl uviatilis (Pallas, 1814) 
(Pisces: Gobiidae) in Aegean Sea Watershed
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Abstract:  Two specimens of Neogobius fl uviatilis have been caught in Tundzha River (Maritza River basin) near 
Srem Village in October 2006. This is the fi rst found of the species in the rivers, belonging to Aegean Sea 
watershed.
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Neogobius fl uviatilis is a Ponto-Caspian relict, be-
longs to the group of small mouth gobies, together 
with N. melanostomus and N. caspius. It has con-
tinuously broadening geographical distribution dur-
ing the last decades (HOLČÍK et al., 2003). In Danube 
River until 1960’s it was known only below Orsova, 
20 km upstream of the Iron Gate II (BĂNĂRESCU, 
1964). Later it was found in Balaton Lake, Hungary, 
where it penetrated from Danube River via Sio chan-
nel (BIRÓ, 1971). In 1984 the species was discovered 
in the lower Hungarian stretch of Danube (PINTER, 
1989 in HARKA & BIRÓ, 2007) and later in a reser-
voir in the middle course of Tisza River (HARKA & 
BIRÓ, 2007). In the last few years N. fl uviatilis rap-
idly moves upstream in Danube. It has been found 
in the Slovak-Hungarian stretch downstream of 
Sturovo and the mouth of Hron River (HOLČÍK et 
al., 2003) as well as near Komarno in Slovakia and 
the mouth of Vah River (JURAIDA et al., 2005). Most 
recently the species has been reported also for the 
lower course of Raba River, near Danube River and 

the Austrian border (HARKA & BIRÓ, 2007). The spe-
cies was also introduced in Aral Sea in the 1950’s as 
well as in Polish Western Bug (tributary of Vistula 
River, Baltic Sea basin) via channels from Black Sea 
rivers – Dnieper or Dniester (PINCHUK et al., 2003). 
According to COPP et al. (2005) the invasion of the 
gobies is connected with two main groups of factors 
– species specifi c traits (phenotypic plasticity, repro-
ductive tactics, low parasite loads) and various hu-
man activities (river regulation, connection of differ-
ent basins via channels, transport of ballast waters).

In Bulgaria N. fl uviatilis is originally dis-
tributed in some of the Black Sea coastal lakes 
(Varna Lake, Burgas Lake, Mandra and Dyavolsko 
Marsh) and lower courses of the Black Sea rivers 
(GHEORGHIEV, 1966; KARAPETKOVA, 1976) as well as 
in Danube River and its tributaries – rivers Tzibritza, 
Ogosta, Iskar, Vit, Osam, Yantra and Rusenski Lom 
(DRENSKY, 1951a, KARAPETKOVA, 1994). 

In October 2006 two adult specimens of N. fl u-
viatilis (76.0 mm Sl – female and 85.0 mm Sl male) 
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