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Abstract:

The food composition during the period of 2001, 2002 and 2003 of the 325 chubs were determinate. The
rest of 288 stomachs (88.62%) were full. The algae (58.57%) had the highest contribution (58.57%), followed by macrophytes (8.32%), insects (24.73%) and remains from terrestrial vascular plants (2.26%).
The main food of the chub with size from 101 mm to 300 mm consisted of micro- and macroalgae, insects
(larvae, adults and different parts of their bodies) and macrophytes. Besides these components, the food
of larger specimens with size between 301 mm and 400 mm included fishes as well.
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Introduction
The nutrition base in Iskar River became very good
after 1990 and determined a fast growth rate of the
chub within the whole range of the species (RAIKOVAPETROVA et al. 2004).
The chub is omnivorous species. The food
composition and its feeding habit are very diverse.
The new-hatched fishes are plankton eaters and
when they grow up they feed on algae, insects, seeds
and parts of terrestrial parts, detritus, etc. The bigger
chub individuals can also have predatory behaviour
when there are small size fishes in the river or dam.
There are scarce published data on the food and
the feeding habits of the chub in Struma (MIHAILOVA
1964) and Iskar rivers (PASPALEV, PESHEV 1955) in
the available literature, but they are based on single
catch in the region of the village of Gorni Pasarel
and for specimens smaller than 4.2 cm in Rokitna
*

River (KOKEŠ 1979). Unfortunately these data could
not be used for comparison with our data, since we
have not worked with ichthyoplankton.

Material and Methods
The material was collected during the period of
2001, 2002 and 2003 from middle stream part of
Iskar River at points, located at 3 and 5 km bellow
and above Svoge town, Leskov dol village, Bov railway station, Lakatnik railway station, Opletny village, Levishte railway station, Prolet railway station,
Eliseina railway station and Roman railway station.
A total of 325 chubs were captured by angle
and electric fishing, using an electric shocker with
600-900 V of strain and 40-120 Hz. 288 of them
were with full stomachs.
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