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Abstract:

A total of 64 species from 19 families were found in two sites. Sixty-two species are new for the spider
fauna of the maquis forests in SW Bulgaria, seven from which are new also for the Bulgarian fauna.
The species Brommella falcigera (BALOGH, 1935) and Mesiotelus cyprius scopensis DRENSKY, 1935 are
discussed in taxonomic respect. New illustrations are also presented.
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Introduction
Information about the spiders in South-West Bulgaria
can be found in the publications of DRENSKY (1931,
1936a, b) and DELTSHEV (1983, 1984, 1985, 1988,
1990, 2004), but they did not mention the maquises
forests. The first data in this respect were presented by
LAZAROV (2005a, b) who reported 161 species from 29
families. The present paper is a second contribution to
the study of spiders of maquises and was possible after
intensive research in the recent years (2003-2004).
Study area and material
The associations of Quercus coccifera (named
maquis in botanical literature) are spread in a limited
area in the southern most parts of South-Western
Bulgaria. These forest formations are concentrated
mainly in the valley of Struma River, south of Kresna
Gorge. The study area comprises two associations of
Q. coccifera disposed in the vicinity of Kamenitsa
village (Struma Valley) and Kalimantsi village
(South Pirin). The first locality (about 20 ha) is
situated at the foot of Maleshevska Mountain, and
the second (28.4 ha), is extended at the southern

slopes of Pirin Mountain. The region of SW Bulgaria
is characteristic with Sub Mediterranean climate.
The spider material is collected mainly by pitfall
traps placed in two study sites comprising 15 soil
traps and 15 tree traps. The pitfall traps were plastic
cups with a mouth diameter of 6 cm and fixed liquid
4% formalin and a small amount of detergent, placed
in a line, about 10 meters from each other (at each
study point). The traps were emptied monthly during
2003-2004. The spiders were also collected by hand
(under stones and bark), sieving (leaf litter), sweeping
(meadows) and beating (bushes and trees), (Table 1).

Results and Discussion
Species composition
A total of 64 species from 19 families were found
in the study area: Pholcidae - 1, Oecobiidae - 1,
Uloboridae - 1, Theridiidae - 5, Linyphiidae - 14,
Tetragnathidae - 4, Araneidae - 8, Lycosidae - 3,
Oxyopidae - 1, Agelenidae - 1, Hahniidae - 2,
Dictynidae - 3, Amaurobiidae - 1, Anyphaenidae - 1,
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