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Abstract:

The paper represents a description of a new species of Bythinella (Gastropoda: Risooidea: Hydrobiidae) named
Bythinella gloeeri sp. n. The species was collected from Lepenitsa cave in Western Rhodopes, Bulgaria and is
the second troglodite representative of this genus known so far from the country and the Balkan Peninsula.
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Introduction
Freshwater spring-snails Bythinella MOQUIN-TANTON,
1856 (Gastropoda: Risooidea: Hydrobiidae) consists
of around 80 valid taxa known from Europe (BICHAIN
et al. 2007). Members of this genus are minute (2-4
mm in shell length) and live mainly in small springs
and rarely in running waters of hypogean habitats
(BOETERS 1979). These gastropods are often characterized by small geographical ranges and are endemics (BENKE et al. 2009).
The papers of GLÖER, PEŠIĆ (2006) and GLÖER,
GEORGIEV (2009) demonstrated that the species diversity of the genus Bythinella in Bulgaria is higher than
currently known, and further detailed investigation is
required. The following species are known to occur in
the country till now: Bythinella hansboetersi GLÖER
ET PEŠIĆ 2006, Bythinella markovi GLÖER ET GEORGIEV
2009, Bythinella ravnogorica GLÖER ET GEORGIEV
2009, Bythinella walkeri GLÖER ET GEORGIEV 2009,
Bythinella srednogorica GLÖER ET GEORGIEV 2009.
According GLÖER, GEORGIEV (2009) previously reported species as Bythinella austriaca (FRAUENFELD
1857) and Bythinella opaca (GALLENSTEIN 1848) by
ANGELOV (2000) and GEORGIEV, STOYCHEVA (2008)
does not occur in Bulgaria.

As one of the results of our current investigations of Bulgarian Hydrobiidae, in this paper
we describe a new species from the genus named
Bythinella gloeeri sp. n.

Material and Мethods
The snails were collected and preserved in 75%
ethanol. The dissections and measurements of the
shell were carried out by means of CETI stereo microscope and an eye-piece micrometer; the photographs were made with camera system with a digital
adapter. The type material is stored in the Museum
für Tierkunde Dresden (= Zoological Museum of
Dresden) with collection numbers from MTD Moll
S1352 to MTD Moll S1355).

Results
Bythinella gloeeri sp. n.
Material examined: 19 ex. from loc. typ. (15
shells measured, 4 males dissected).
Holotype: Shell height 2.64 mm, shell width
1.52 mm, Museum für Tierkunde Dresden, coll. No
MTD Moll S1352.
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