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Abstract:

Sixty three samples containing 129 crayfish from the crayfish collection of Swedish Museum of Natural
History were examined for branchiobdellidans (Annelida: Clitellata). As a result 89 crayfish worms were
found, separated and identified. The branchiobdellidans were found on crayfish from Croatia, Denmark,
Germany, Greece, Montenegro, Russia and Sweden, and belonged to five species: Branchiobdella
astaci ODIER, 1823, Branchiobdella parasita BRAUN, 1805, Branchiobdella pentodonta WHITMAN, 1882,
Branchiobdella hexodonta GRUBER, 1882 and Branchiobdella balcanica MOSZYNSKI, 1937. Those of B.
parasita and B. pentodonta provide the first record of this group in Denmark. The large amount of crayfish
material examined from Sweden supported the suggestion that B. parasita is the only member of the genus
in this country.
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Introduction

Materials and Methods

Parasites and epibionts frequently go unobserved
when host material is collected. A good example of
this is the presence of crayfish worms or branchiobdellidans (Annelida: Clitellata) in museum crayfish
samples. Such specimens can be found either in debris at the bottom of their storage container where
the host is preserved or still attached to the surface
of the host. Such a resource was used by some of the
first investigators of crayfish worms like PIERANTONI
(1912), and GOODNIGHT (1940). Recently museum
crayfish collections have provided valuable information on branchiobdellidans (GELDER et al. 2009;
SUBCHEV 2007, 2008).
In this paper the results of observations on
branchiobdellidans from collections in the Swedish
Natural History Museum (SNHM) are presented.

Sixty three samples from Decapoda collection of
SNHM containing 129 crayfishes were examined for
the presence of crayfish worms and their cocoons.
The method used has been described already in
SUBCHEV (2007, 2008).

Results and Discussion
Four Branchiobdella species were found in the
examined crayfish samples collected in Europe:
Branchiobdella astaci ODIER, 1823, Branchiobdella
parasita BRAUN, 1805, Branchiobdella pentodonta
WHITMAN, 1882, Branchiobdella hexodonta GRUBER,
1882 and Branchiobdella balcanica MOSZYNSKI,
1937 (Table 1).
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