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Abstarct:

In July 2009, the occurrence and damage of the monophagous psyllid Acizzia jamatonica (KUWAYAMA)
was noticed on a solitary silk tree, Albizia julibrissin DURAZZINI, in the old town of Nessebar, Bulgaria. The
pest is native to East Asia, but it has recently been introduced to Europe. The species is new to the fauna
of Bulgaria. The morphology, biology and distribution of the pest together with the damage caused and
the major aspects of control are briefly discussed.
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Silk tree, Albizia julibrissin DURAZZINI, is a woody
ornamental plant introduced from Asia to Europe
and then from Europe to North America in the mideighteenth century (COTHRAN 2004). The species
is popular with gardeners and landscape designers
especially in the southern and southeastern parts of
Europe due to its decorative leaf texture, flowers, and
broad crown, which provides dappled shape. Albizia
julibrissin is often used as a solitary tree in private
and public gardens, parks or other public places because of its unique appearance. For a long time, the
virtual lack of pests on silk trees was regarded as a
considerable advantage when choosing this plant for
decorating urban environments.
On 29th July, 2009, a solitary A. julibrissin
tree infested with a psyllid species was noticed in
a frequented square in the old town of Nessebar,
Bulgaria, by G. Vétek and Zs. Tolnai. Juveniles
and adults of the pest were feeding on the leaves
and producing honeydew and white, threadli-

ke, waxy secretion. Specimens were identified as
Acizzia jamatonica (KUWAYAMA, 1908) (Hemiptera:
Sternorrhyncha: Psyllidae) by D. Rédei. This is the
first record of this species in Bulgaria. In the reviews of the non-indigenous insects for the country
(TOMOV et al. 2007, TOMOV et al. 2009), A. jamatonica was not listed. Voucher specimens (2 males [one
with abdomen on slide], 2 females) are deposited in
the Hemiptera Collection of the Hungarian Natural
History Museum.
Acizzia jamatonica is readily recognized among
the other species of the genus Acizzia by its nearly
uniformly pale fore wings with only small and faint
dark spots at the apical margins of cells r2, m1, m2, and
cu1, and by the highly characteristic male terminalia:
proctiger elongate with a narrow apical part and large, broadly triangular posterior lobe at its base; distal segment of phallus reniformly widened apically.
Diagnostic characters were described and illustrated
in detail by KWON (1983) and RÉDEI, PÉNZES (2006).
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