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Abstract:

New findings of the running crab spiders (Philodromidae) from Turkey are given. Four species are identified, two of which (Philodromus emarginatus (SCHRANK, 1803) and Thanatus fabricii (AUDOUIN, 1826)
аре new for the fauna of Turkey; two (Thanatus imbecillus L. Koch, 1878 and T. oblongiusculus (LUCAS,
1846)) have been shown to have much wider distributions in the country.
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Introduction
The philodromid fauna of Turkey consists of 31 species and has recently been a subject of intensive taxonomic and faunistic studies (DEMIR 2008, DEMIR et
al. 2008, LOGUNOV, HUSEYNOV 2008, MUSTER 2009).
Philodromid spiders usually have elongate bodies and quite long, slender legs with the back pairs
nearly as well-developed as the front ones. They are
swift runners and actively climb about plants, possibly helped by their legs scopulae and claw tufts.
For the most part they live on vegetation and are often collected by sweeping, the foliage in fields and
meadows (LEVY 1977).
Philodromus WALCKENAER, 1826 is the largest philodromid genus comprising 251 species
worldwide, of which 19 species are known from
Turkey (PLATNICK 2009, DEMIR 2008, MUSTER 2009).
Philodromus species occur on trunks of trees, bushes, undergrowth and low herbage but apparently not
on the bare ground. Under natural conditions some
of these spiders may play an important role in or-

chards as predators of injurious insects and mites
(LEVY 1977).
Thanatus C. L. KOCH, 1837 is a genus distributed throughout the world, comprising over 92 described species. The studies on this genus in Turkey
are very limited. So far, eight species have been
recorded from Turkey (PLATNICK 2009, DEMIR 2008,
LOGUNOV, HUSEYNOV 2008). They occur at or near
ground level, amongst low vegetation. Some species
occur in sandy habitats, others in damp or boggy situations. These spiders are generally rather rare and
little is known of their biology (ROBERTS 1995).
In this study, we present new distribution data
for four Philodromid species, including two new
records for the Turkish araneofauna.

Materials and Methods
In this study, the specimens were collected from
Eastern Mediterranean region of Turkey. The speci-
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