ACTA ZOOLOGICA BULGARICA
Acta zool. bulg., 62 (2), 2010: 175-180

New Xylophagous Beetles (Insecta: Coleoptera)
on Poplars in Bulgaria
Georgi Ts. Georgiev1, Danail Doychev2
Forest Research Institute, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, 132 St. Kliment Ohridski Blvd., 1756 Sofia, Bulgaria;
E-mail: ggeorg@bas.bg
2
University of Forestry, 10 St. Kliment Ohridski Blvd., 1756 Sofia, Bulgaria; E-mail: doychev@abv.bg
1

Abstract:

During the period 2006-2009, nine xylophagous insect species from five coleopteran families were established on white and hybrid euramerican poplars (Populus alba and P. x euramericana) in Struma and
Maritsa river valleys in Bulgaria: Oryctes nasicornis (LINNAEUS) (Dynastidae), Dicerca aenea (LINNAEUS),
Trachypteris picta (PALLAS) (Buprestidae), Mycetochara axillaris (PAYKULL) (Tenebrionidae), Aegosoma
scabricorne (SCOPOLI), Aegomorphus clavipes (SCHRANK), Rhaesus serricollis (MOTSCHULSKY), Rhamnusium bicolor (SCHRANK) (Cerambycidae) and Trypophloeus tremulae STARK (Scolytidae). Five species (M.
axillaris, A. scabricorne, A. clavipes, R. serricollis and O. nasicornis) were found for first time on poplars
in the country, and the remaining ones – in new localities.
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Introduction
Poplars (Populus spp.) are trophycal plants for
about 650-700 insects (GRECHKIN, VORONTSOV 1962;
DELPLANQUE 1998, cited in ROTAH 2004). Until now,
291 phytophagous insect species have been established on white, black and hybrid poplars in Bulgaria
(GEORGIEV 2005, 2006a, 2006b). Among them, 57
species from the orders Coleoptera (45 species),
Lepidoptera (8), Hymenoptera (2) and Diptera (2)
develop internally in bark, phloem and xylem of the
hosts (GEORGIEV 2005).
This note reports new xylophagous coleopteran
insects connected with poplars in Bulgaria.

Material and Methods
The study was conducted during the period 2006-2009
in Struma (Slatino village, 400 m a.s.l.) and Maritsa
(towns of Lyubimets, 60 m a.s.l., Dimitrovgrad,

100 m and Skobelevo village, 110 m) river valleys,
as continuation of investigations on insect complex
associated with poplars in Bulgaria.
Stems, branches and twigs of damaged, dead
or fallen poplar trees were checked for xylophagous
insects. Collected larvae and pupae were reared in
laboratory conditions within wood sections in order
to obtain adults. Cerambycid larvae were identified
by the keys of ŠVÁCHA, DANILEVSKY (1986, 1988).

Results
Nine xylophagous insect species from 5 coleopteran families were found on poplars in Bulgaria:
Oryctes nasicornis (LINNAEUS, 1758) (Dynastidae),
Dicerca aenea (LINNAEUS, 1766), Trachypteris picta
(PALLAS, 1773) (Buprestidae), Mycetochara axillaris
(PAYKULL, 1799) (Tenebrionidae), Aegosoma scabri175

