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Abstract:

Petalon fulvulus Wiedemann, 1819 (Coleoptera: Dascillidae), a species known from several countries in

South and South-East Asia, is recorded for the first time from Peninsular Malaysia. This record expands

the known geographical range of the species.
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Introduction

The family Dascillidae is a small and rarely studied
group that currently includes nine recognised genera
with practically unknown biology (LAWRENCE 2005).
Recently, some genera belonging to this family have
been reviewed (JIN ef al. 2013a, b), including ithe
genus Petalon Schonherr, 1833 containing 13 extant
species (which JIN ef al. 2013b).

The examination of the Dascillidae preserved
in the collection of the Natural History Museum of
University of Florence (MZUF) allowed us to iden-
tify three specimens from Peninsular as belonging to
Petalon fulvulus Wiedemann, 1819.

Material and methods

Specimens examined: Malaysia: Pahang: Cameron
Highlands, m 700-1100, I1I-V.1990, P. Butti legit, 3
4 3. The identification was confirmed after the ex-
amination of the male genitalia and comparison with
the relevant description and illustrations (cf. JIN et
al., 2013b, Figs 35C-D, 40M—N, 46M-0).
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Results and Discussion

The morphology of the collected male specimens
(Fig. 1) corresponds to the description and illustra-
tions provided by JIN ef al. (2013b).

The known geographical range of this spe-
cies includes India, Bhutan, Vietnam, Philippines
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Fig. 1. Aedeagus of a studied specimen of Petalon fulvu-
lus Wiedemann, 1819 from Peninsular Malaysia: a) ven-
tral, b) dorsal, and c) lateral view
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and Indonesia (JiIN et al. 2013b). The inspected
specimens represent the first record from Malaysia
(Peninsular Malaysia) and contribute to fill the dis-
tributional gap of this taxon between the Indonesian
Archipelago and the Asiatic mainland (JiN et al.,
2013b).

References

JIN Z., A. SLipiNsk1, H. PANG 2013a. A revision of the genus No-
todascillus Carter (Coleoptera: Dascillidae) — Zootaxa,
3613 (3): 245-256.

JIN Z., A. Suipivskl, H. PanG 2013b. Genera of Dascillinae (Co-
leoptera: Dascillidae) with a review of the Asian species
of Dascillus Latreille, Petalon Schonherr and Sinocaulus
Fairmaire — Annales Zoologici, 63 (4): 551-652.

292

Acknowledgements: The authors thank Zhenyu Jin (Sun Yat-
Sen University, Guangzhou, China) for confirming the iden-
tification, Adam Slipinski (CSIRO Ecosystem Sciences, Can-
berra, Australia) for his kind help, Luca Bartolozzi (MZUF)
for allowing us to study specimens preserved in the mu-
seum collection, and Saulo Bambi (MZUF) for his technical
support.

Lawrence J. F. 2005. 16.1 Dascillidae Guérin-Méneville. 1843
— In: BeuteL R. G., R. A. B Leschen (Eds): Handbuch der
Zoologie/ Handbook of Zoology. Band/Volume IV Ar-
thropoda: Insecta Teilband / Part 38. Coleoptera, Beetles.
Volume 1. Morphology and Systematics (Archostemata,
Adephaga, Myxophaga, Polyphaga partim). W. DeGruyter,
Berlin, 451-456.

Received: 08.07.2014
Accepted: 20.07.2014



