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Abstract:

Forty-five species of arachnids have been collected from 14 localities in Albania. These belong to four
orders: Araneae (38 species of 19 families), Opiliones (2 species of 2 families), Pseudoscorpiones (2
species of 2 families) and Scorpiones (3 species of 2 families). From them, two new spider species are
described and illustrated: Bassaniodes blagoevi sp. n. (male) (Thomisidae) and Mesiotelus deltshevi sp.
n. (female) (Liocranidae). Theridion glaucinum Simon, 1881 is reported for the first time for the Balkan
Peninsula. The families Filistatidae (Araneae) and Olpiidae (Pseudoscorpiones) are reported as new
for Albania as well as six genera: Araneae: Attulus Simon, 1889, Bianor Peckham & Peckham, 1886,
Filistata Latreille, 1810, Silhouettella Benoit, 1979; Pseudoscorpiones: Calocheiridius Beier & Turk,
1952 and Rhacochelifer Beier, 1932. Fourteen species are recorded for the firs time for the Albanian
fauna. The known numbers of species of spiders and false scorpions in Albania reach 502 and 25 spe-

cies, respectively.
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Introduction

Albania is situated in the globally important Medi-
terranean basin biodiversity hotspot (MYERS et al.
2000, CutTeLOD et al. 2008). Faunistic data about
many species of various taxonomic groups are scarce
despite the recent intense studies by researchers
from many countries. Specifically, the information
about arachnids is scarce from both taxonomic and
faunistic point of view. Until now, the number of the
recorded species of arachnids of the orders consid-
ered herein is as follows: 490 spiders (BLick 2018,
NENTWIG et al. 2019), 47 harvestmen (Mrtov 2000,
MurANYI 2008, 2013, 2015, KomposcH 2018), 23
false-scorpions (HARVEY 2013, CHRISTOPHORYOVA et
al. 2017, CHRISTOPHORYOVA & JABLONSKI 2017) and
5 scorpions (FET et al. 2000, FeT 2010, REIN 2019).

The aims of the present study are to describe
two new spider species and to provide new data on
the Albanian fauna of arachnids.

Materials and Methods

The field studies were carried out between 28 Sep-
tember and 4 October 2018. The arachnids were
sampled by handpicking in various habitats and lo-
calities (Fig. 1). For further details (districts, decimal
geographical coordinates and altitude), see Table 1.
The specimens were fixed in 70% ethanol and de-
posited in the collection of the Institute of Biodiversity
and Ecosystem Research, Bulgarian Academy of Sci-
ences (IBER). The digital images were taken with a
Lumix digital camera attached to Wild M5A stereomi-
croscope and prepared with Photoshop CS6 software.
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Republic of North Macedonia

Fig. 1. Spatial distribution of the sites in Albania, where the arachnids were collected: 1 — Bistritsa and Muzing, 2 —
Gjirokastér and Mashkulloré, 3 — Gllobogeni, 4 — Goricé ¢ Madhe, 5 — Himaré, 6 — Jermé, 7 — Jorgcat, 8 — Ksamil, 9
— Memélisht, 10 — Mesopotam, 11 — Nivicé, 12 — Shalés, 13 — Small Prespa Lake, 14 — Zvezdé.

The orders, families, genera and species are list-
ed alphabetically. The nomenclature follows WORLD
SPIDER CATALOG (2019), SCHONHOFER (2013), HAR-
VEY (2002, 2013), FET et al. (2000) and KovaRik
(2019). The distribution remarks are mainly after
NENTWIG et al. (2019), ARACHNOLOGISCHE GESELLS-
CHAFT (2019), HARVEY (2013) and REIN (2019).

Abbreviations and symbols used in the text are
as follow: &' —male(s); @ — female(s), j — juvenile(s),
Co — coxa, db — dorsobasal, di — distal, dt — dorsoter-
minal, Fe — femur, Mt — metatarsus, Pa — patella, pm
— promedial, pt — proterminal, rm — retromedial, sa
— subadultus, Ta — tarsus, Ti — tibia, tn — tritonymph,
Tr — trochanter, v — ventral, vb — ventrobasal, vt —
ventroterminal, VTA — ventral tibial apophysis.

Results

A total of 107 specimens of 45 species of arachnids
were collected (Table 1). Two new spider species are
recorded and described here: Mesiotelus deltshevi
sp. n. (Liocranidae) on the basis of a female and
Bassaniodes blagoevi sp. n. (Thomisidae) on the ba-
sis of a male. Differences between the new species
and related species are discussed.

Descriptions of new species

ARANEAE

LIOCRANIDAE SIMON, 1897

Mesiotelus Simon, 1897

Mesiotelus deltshevi sp. n.

Figs. 2-3

Type material: Holotype ¢ (IBER,ALO.0001),
Albania: Ohrid Lake, Memélisht Village (Fig. 1:
9), Korcé District, N40.9445°, E20.6201°, 1008 m
a.s.l., 3 October 2018, coll. M. Naumova.

Comparative material examined: Mesiotelus
scopensis Drensky, 1935, 19 (Figs. 4-5), Bulgaria:
Eastern Rhodopes Mts., N41.6268°, E25.5361°, 365
m a.s.l.,, 14 May 2019, coll. M. Naumova.

Etymology: The specific name is in honour of
the outstanding arachnologist and the great mentor
and friend Professor Christo Deltshev. The species
name is a noun in genitive case.

Diagnosis: In general appearance and mor-
phology of genitalia, the new species is similar to
Mesiotelus scopensis Drensky, 1935 described from
the Republic of North Macedonia and to Mesiotelus
tenellus (Thorell, 1875) described form Italy. It dif-
fers from these two congeners by the number of the
dorsal spines of femora III and IV, which are 2 (1.1)
in M. deltshevi vs. 3 (1.1.1) in M. tenellus and in M.
scopensis. It differs also by the shape of the epigyne
with sclerotised posterior part in the shape of narrow,
elongated letter ““V” versus rounded, amphora-type in
M. scopensis, and almost parallel (in original descrip-
tions; without figures) in M. tenellus. It differs from M.
scopensis also by the size of the apex (hood), which is
small in M. deltshevi and large in M. scopensis.
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Figs. 2-3. Mesiotelus deltshevi sp. n., female: 2 — epigyne, ventral view, 3 — vulva, dorsal view. Scale bar: 0.2 mm.

Figs. 4-5. Mesiotelus scopensis, female: 4 — epigyne, ven-
tral view, 5 — vulva, dorsal view. Scale bar: 0.1 mm.

Description: Female holotype (Figs. 2-3):
Measurements (in mm): Total length — 4.69; ceph-
alothorax: length — 1.91, width — 1.64; chelicerae:
length — 0.94, width — 0.37; sternum: length — 1.37,
width — 1.05, opisthosoma: length — 2.50, width —
1.23. Colouration: Carapax pale yellowish-brown,
opisthosoma grey. Coxae and trochanters yellow,
femora, patellae and tibiae with grey hairs. Sternum
yellow, chelicerae reddish-brown. Legs measure-
ments (Total/Co, Tr, Fe, Pa, Ti, Mt, Ta): I (8.68/0.86,
0.23, 2.12, 1.09, 1.95, 1.57, 0.86), 11 (?/0.83, 0.23,
1.72, 0.86, 1.75, 1.46, ?missing), III (6.92/0.63,
0.23, 1.57, 0.72, 1.37, 1.63, 0.77), IV (10.02/0.83,
0.23, 2.32, 0.83, 2.20, 2.52, 1.09). Legs spination:
Fel—1db, 1 dt, 1 pt, Fell— 1 db, 1 dt, v, row of small
spines, Felll, IV — 1 db, 1 dt, Til, I — v, many in
dense rows, Tilll — no, Til4 — 3 v, Mtl, II - 2 vb, and
many smaller, in dense rows, MtIIl — 1 vb, 1 pm, 1

rm,2.2.2.2.2.2 vt,4 di, MtIV - 2.2 vb, 1.1 vt, 7 small
v, many di.

Epigyne rhombic, with sclerotised posterior part
in the shape of narrow, elongated letter “V”’, with ante-
rior part with couple transverse furrows and relative-
ly small, distinct apex (hood). Receptacles globular,
separated by a distance of one diameter; copulatory
ducts elongated, parallel and directed forward.

Male: Unknown.

Ecology: The single specimen of this species
was found in the end of September, under a stone on
a treeless stream bank.

Distribution: Known only from the type locality.

Remarks: The genus Mesiotelus is repre-
sented by 14 species (WORLD SPIDER CATALOG
2019) distributed from the Canaries to China along
the southern part of the Palaearctic Region. Seven
of them occur in Europe. The taxonomic valid-
ity of the only known species from Kenya, Me-
siotelus pococki Caporiacco, 1949 is uncertain
(MARUSIK & GuseNov 2003). Moreover, BOSMANS
et al. (2009) have stressed the necessity of a generic
revision.

THOMISIDAE SUNDEVALL, 1833

Bassaniodes Pocock, 1903

Bassaniodes blagoevi sp. n.

Figs. 6-8

Type material: Holotype & (IBER,ATO.0001),
Albania: Mesopotam Village (Fig. 1: 10), Delviné
District, N 39.923°, E 20.1103°, 298 m a.s.1., 29 Sep-
tember 2018, coll. M. Naumova.

Comparative material examined: Bassani-
odes tristrami (O. P.-Cambridge, 1872), 13 (Figs.
9-11), Greece: Menoikio Mts., Serres District,
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N41.0551°, E23.7499°, 160 m a.s.l., 22 September
2000, coll. P. Beron.

Etymology: The specific name is in honour of
the well-known Bulgarian and Canadian arachnolo-
gist and friend Professor Gergin Blagoev. The spe-
cies name is a noun in genitive case.

Diagnosis: In general appearance, the new
species is similar to B. tristrami and B. lalandei
(Audouin, 1826). It differs from its congeners by the
basal processus of the VTA, which is big, straight,
pointed and dorsad in B. blagoevi vs. short- to me-
dium-sized and dull in B. tristrami and B. lalandei,
and also ventrally curved in B. tristrami.

Description: Male holotype (Figs. 4-6):
Measurements (in mm): Total length — 3.91; ceph-
alothorax: length — 2.23, width — 2.12; chelicera
length — 0.73; sternum: length — 1.09, width — 0.89,
opisthosoma: length — 2.00, width — 2.00. Coloura-
tion: Carapax dark brown, with small lither stripes
in the central part and a yellow band between the
eyes. Sternum brown, with dark margin and light-
er spots. Maxillae, labium, pedipalps and coxae
brown, chelicerae red-brown. Legs: femora and pa-
tellae dark brown, with irregular black spots; tibiae
brown with darker basal parts; metatarsi and tarsi
cream-coloured. Opisthosoma cream-coloured, dor-
sum with brown to dark bown transverse spots. Legs
measurements: Fel — 2.40, Pal — 1.03, Til — 1.67,
Metl — 1.63, Tal — 0.86, Fell — 2.40, Pall — 1.03,
Till — 1.67, MtIl — 1.62, Tall — 0.67, Felll — 1.60,
Palll — 0.81, Tilll — 1.04, MtIII — 0.93, Talll — 0.59,

FelV —1.79, PalV —0.76, TilV — 1.13, MtIV — 1.01,
TalV —0.59. Number of ventral pairs of spines of the
legs: Til — 3, Till — 4, Tilll — 3, TilV — 1; MtI — 5,
Mt — 4, MtIIT - 2, MtIV — 0.

Pedipalp with bulbus without apophyses. Tib-
ia with ventral, intermediate and retrolateral apo-
physes. VTA strong, inclined sideways, with big,
straight and pointed basal processus dorsad; the in-
termediate apophysis simple and short. Retrolateral
apophysis long, apically curved and irregular bifur-
cated. Tutaculum rounded. Tegulum large, slightly
longer than wide, without distinct apophyses, with
ridge marking the embolus base. Embolus slightly
bends to tutacular edge; upper part of embolus thick,
narrowed at the end, apically curved and hook-like.

Female: Unknown.

Ecology: In an open dry habitat with single
shrubs and sparse vegetation. The single adult male
was found in the end of September, under stone.

Distribution: Known only from the type locality.

Remarks: The female Xysticus pr. cribratus in
DELTSHEV et al. (2011) probably is the unknown fe-
male of B. blagoevi according to the structure of its
genitalia, which correspond well to those of B. tris-
trami, B. cribratus, B. lalandei, etc., and differs from
B. cribratus (Deltshev, personal communication).

Records of known species

The collected 107 specimens of arachnids from
Albania (Table 1) belonged to four orders: Araneae
(38 species of 19 families), Opiliones (2 species of 2
families), Pseudoscorpiones (2 species of 2 families)

Figs. 6-8. Bassaniodes blagoevi sp. n., left male palp: 6 — ventral view; 7 — retrolateral view; 8 — prolateral view. VTA

— ventral tibial apophysis. Scale bar: 0.25 mm.
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Figs. 9-11. Bassaniodes tristrami, left male palp: 9 — ventral view, 10 — retrolateral view, 11 — prolateral view; VTA —

ventral tibial apophysis. Scale bar: 0.25 mm.

and Scorpiones (3 species of 2 families). From them,
two families, six genera and fourteen species, are new
for the Albanian arachnofauna. Two spiders (Filistata
cf. insidiatrix and Philodromus sp.) could only be
identified at the generic level. All the taxa new for
Albania are marked by an asterisk (*) in Table 1.

Remarks: Zygiella atrica is a first record for Al-
bania, but is known from many European countries.

Filistata cf. insidiatrix (Fig. 12). One imma-
ture specimen of this genus was collected south of
Ksamil Village (Fig. 1: 8). Given the body size of 6
mm and the known distribution of the filistatids in
Europe, the most probable identification is F. insidi-
atrix. However, this identification is tentative and
should be taken with caution because of the com-
plete absence of dark colouration on the eyes region
and on the margins of the prosoma, and the scarce
body hair. These traits rather correspond to the re-
cently described F. pygmaea Zonstein, Marusik &
Grabolle, 2018 from Portugal. This is the first re-
port of the family Filistatidae in Albania.

Zelotes strandi was previously known only
from Bulgaria and Turkey (Asia Minor) but evi-
dently has a wider distribution on the Balkans and
surrounding regions.

Oedothorax agrestis is a first record for Alba-
nia. It is frequent in many European countries.

Silhouettella loricatula is the first country record
of the genus Silhouettella Benoit, 1979, and the third
for the oonopid species, after Oonops domesticus Dal-
mas, 1916 (VRENOSI & HaxaIU 2008) and Tapinesthis
inermis (Simon, 1882) (SEPPALA et al. 2018).

Philodromus sp. (a single female) is similar to

Fig. 12. Filistata cf. insidiatrix, subadult female, dorsal
view. Scale-bar: 3.0 mm.

P. buchari Kubcova, 2004 but probably is a new
species and will be described elsewhere.

Attulus saltator is a rare Palaearctic species.
The present study is the first record of the genus in
Albania.

Bianor albobimaculatus has a wide distribu-
tion from Africa through Southern Europe, Russia,
Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Central Asia and Pakistan
to India; from the Balkans, it has been known only
from Greece. The present study is the first record
in Albania.

Phlegra lineata is known from Italy, Greece,
Portugal and Republic of North Macedonia in Eu-
rope, and also from Syria and Turkey. The present
study id the first record in Albania.

Theridion glaucinum (Figs. 13—14) has been
known only from southwestern France. Its finding
in Albania is unexpected and indicates a much wid-
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Table 1. List of arachnids collected in Albania (28.1X-04.X.2018).

No |Taxa n/sex Village District | Latitude | Longitude | Alt
ARANEAE
Agelenidae
1. | Inermocoelotes falciger (Kulczynski, 1897) 49 Ksamil Saranda | N39.8008 | E20.0017 18
Araneidae
2. | Argiope bruennichi (Scopoli, 1772) 19 Mesopotam Delving | N39.9230 | E20.1103 | 298
3. ]fg;g‘)’o’des suspicax (0. P-Cambridge, llj 3 Mashkulloré | Gjirokastér | N40.1253 | E20.1175 | 182
4. | *Zygiella atrica (C. L. Koch, 1845) 29Q Memélisht Korcé N40.9391 | E20.6343 | 764
*Filistatidae
5. | Filistata cf. insidiatrix (Forsskal, 1775) 1sa® Ksamil Saranda | N39.7439 | E19.9953 8
Gnaphosidae
1? Nivicé Saranda | N39.9278 | E19.9725 111
6. | Nomisia aussereri (L. Koch, 1872) 29 Jorgcat Gjirokastér | N39.9397 | E20.2617 | 291
’ 19 Mesopotam Delviné | N39.9230 | E20.1103 | 298
19 Small Prespa Lake Korcé N40.6724 | E20.9894 | 868
7. | *Zelotes strandi (Nosek, 1905) 13 Mashkul}oré Gjirokastér | N40.1253 | E20.1175 | 182
13 Ksamil Saranda | N39.7439 | E19.9953 8
Hahniidae
8. | Hahnia nava (Blackwall, 1841) 19 Zvezdé Korcé N40.7518 | E20.8852 | 1052
Linyphiidae
9. | Agyneta rurestris (C. L. Koch, 1836) 19 Himaré Hlmaie N40.1076 | E19.7597 64
13 Small Prespa Lake Korcé N40.6724 | E20.9894 | 868
. o . 19 Memélisht Korcé N40.9445 | E20.6201 | 1008
10. | Linyphia triangularis (Clerck, 1757) - ~
12 Memélisht Korcé N40.9391 | E20.6343 | 764
11. | *Oedothorax agrestis (Blackwall, 1853) 38,19 Memélisht Korcé N40.9445 | E20.6201 | 1008
12. | Prinerigone vagans (Audouin, 1826) 13 Goricé e Madhe Korcé N40.8806 | E20.9258 | 857
Liocranidae
13. | *Mesiotelus deltshevi sp. n. 19 Memélisht Korcé N40.9445 | E20.6201 | 1008
Lycosidae
19 Bistritsa Delviné | N39.9135 | E20.1889 | 187
14. | Hogna radiata (Latreille, 1817) 19 Himaré Himaré | N40.1076 | E19.7597 64
19,10 | Goricé e Madhe Korcé N40.8806 | E20.9258 | 857
Oecobiidae
15. | Oecobius maculatus Simon, 1870 19 Ksamil Saranda | N39.7989 | E20.008 8
. . 19, 1j Jorgcat Gjirokastér | N39.9397 | E20.2617 | 291
16. | Uroctea durandi (Latreille, 1809) 1] Memélisht Korcd | N40.9391 | E20.6343 | 764
Oonopidae
17. | *Silhouettella loricatula (Roewer, 1942) 13,19 Ksamil Saranda | N39.7439 | E19.9953 8
Oxyopidae
18. | Oxyopes heterophthalmus (Latreille, 1804) 1j Mesopotam Delviné | N39.9234 | E20.1090 | 392
Philodromidae
19. | Philodromus sp. 19 Memélisht Korcé N40.9445 | E20.6201 | 1008
Pholcidae
19,1j Mesopotam Delviné | N39.9230 | E20.1103 | 298
) . 18, 1 ® Gjirokastér Gjirokastér | N40.1233 | E20.1040 | 218
20. | Holocnemus pluchei (Scopoli, 1763) 1j
138 Shalés Saranda | N39.7183 | E20.1267 34
19, 1j Himaré Himaré | N40.1076 | E19.7597 64
Salticidae
21. | *Attulus saltator (O. P.-Cambridge, 1868) 18 Mashkulloré Gjirokastér | N40.1253 | E20.1175 | 182
22. | *Bianor albobimaculatus (Lucas, 1846) 18 Shalés Saranda | N39.7183 | E20.1267 34
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Table 1. Continuation.

No | Taxa n/sex Village District | Latitude | Longitude | Alt
18 Mesopotam Delviné | N39.9230 | E20.1103 | 298
19 Jorgcat Gjirokastér | N39.9397 | E20.2617 | 291
23. | Euophrys rufibarbis (Simon, 1868) 28 Gjirokastér Gjirokastér | N40.1233 | E20.1040 | 218
13 Ksamil Saranda | N39.7989 | E20.0008 56
13 Shalés Saranda | N39.7183 | E20.1267 34
24. | Menemerus semilimbatus (Hahn, 1829) 138 Ksamil Saranda | N39.7439 | E19.9953 8
) 13 Mashkulloré Gjirokastér | N40.1253 | E20.1175 | 182
25. | "Phiegra lineata (C. L. Koch, 1846) 1d Ksamil Saranda | N39.7989 | E20.0008 | 56
Segestriidae
26. | Segestria bavarica C. L. Koch, 1843 Isa® Memélisht Korcé N40.9445 | E20.6201 | 1008
Tetragnathidae
27. | Metellina mengei (Blackwall, 1869) 29 Memélisht Korcé N40.9445 | E20.6201 | 1008
28. | Tetragnatha extensa (Linnaeus, 1758) 19 Memélisht Korcé N40.9445 | E20.6201 | 1008
Theridiidae
29. | Asagena phalerata (Panzer, 1801) 13 Muziné Delviné | N39.9322 | E20.2075 | 436
30. | Crustulina sticta (O. P.-Cambridge, 1861) 134 Ksamil Saranda | N39.7439 | E19.9953 8
19 Shalés Saranda | N39.7183 | E20.1267 34
31. | Euryopis episinoides (Walckenaer, 1847) Isa® Jermé Saranda | N39.8244 | E20.1158 32
Isa® Ksamil Saranda | N39.7439 | E19.9953 8
32. | Steatoda bipunctata (Linnaeus, 1758) Isa® Goricé e Madhe Korcé N40.8806 | E20.9258 | 857
Isa® Himaré Himaré | N40.1076 | E19.7597 64
. 1j Ksamil Saranda | N39.7439 | E19.9953 8
33. | Steatoda triangulosa (Walckenaer, 1802) T Torme Saranda | N39.8244 | E20.1158 D)
1j Shalés Saranda | N39.7183 | E20.1267 | 34
34. | *Theridion glaucinum Simon, 1881 19 Mesopotam Delviné | N39.9230 | E20.1103 | 298
Thomisiidae
35. ;Zzﬁ é’éf) Vb ‘;ﬁcf;i;‘;fog,e;tglfzv’ Blagoev, 19 Gllobogeni Korcé | N40.8586 | E20.9473 | 844
19 Shalés Saranda | N39.7183 | E20.1267 | 34
36. | Ozyptila confluens (C. L. Koch, 1845) 19 Himaré Himaré | N40.1076 | E19.7597 64
19 Memélisht Korcé N40.9391 | E20.6343 | 764
37. | *Bassanoides blagoevi sp. n. 13 Mesopotam Delviné | N39.9230 | E20.1103 | 298
Trachelidae
38. | *Metatrachelas rayi (Simon, 1878) 19 Gllobogeni Korcé N40.8586 | E20.9473 | 844
OPILIONES
Nemastomatidae
39. | Paranemastoma longipes (Schenkel, 1947) | 13,39 Muziné Delviné | N39.9322 | E20.2075 | 436
Phalangiidae
40. | Lacinius horridus (Panzer, 1794) 1j Nivicé Saranda | N39.9278 | E19.9725 111
PSEUDOSCORPIONES
Cheliferidae
41. | * Rhacochelifer maculatus (L. Koch, 1873) 19 Ksamil Saranda | N39.7439 | E19.9953 8
*Qlpiidae
o . . 19 Mesopotam Delviné | N39.9230 | E20.1103 | 298
42. | *Calocheiridius libanoticus Beier, 1955 It Ksamil Saranda | N39.7989 | E20.0008 56
SCORPIONES
Buthidae
. , 19, 2j Mesopotam Delviné | N39.9234 | E20.1090 | 392
43. | Aegacobuthus gibbosus (Brullé, 1832) 1] Bistritsa Delving | N39.9135 | E20.1889 | 187
Euscorpiidae
44. | Euscorpius hadzii Caporiacco, 1950 159 Shalés Saranda | N39.7183 | E20.1267 34
45. | Euscorpius italicus (Herbst, 1800) 23,19 Muziné Delving | N39.9322 | E20.2075 | 436
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Figs. 13-14. Theridion glaucinum, female: 13 — habitus, dorsal view. Scale bar: 1.5 mm. 14 — epigyne, ventral view.

Scale bar: 0.2 mm.

Figs. 15-19. Paranemastoma longipes: 15 — female habitus, lateral view. Scale bar: 2.0 mm. 16-19. Male: 16 — penis,
lateral view. Scale bar: 1.0 mm, 17 — glans penis, lateral view. Scale bar: 0.05 mm, 18 — right chelicera, messal view.
Scale bar: 1.5 mm, 19 — eye tuberculum. Scale bar: 1.0 mm.

er distribution. The present study is the first record
from the Balkans.

Ozyptila balcanica has been known from Bul-
garia, Greece and Republic of North Macedonia; its
presence in Albania has been expected.

Metatrachelas rayi is the first record of the ge-
nus for the Albanian fauna and second record for
the Balkans after Bulgaria.

Paranemastoma longipes has a known distri-
bution within the west Balkans only (Albania, Bos-
nia & Herzegovina and Croatia). The specimens
presented here are very close to Paranemastoma
tenue described by Hapzi (1973) from Bosnia &
Herzegovina sub Nemastoma (Nemastoma) tenue,
according to the shape of the glans penis, the half-
separated eye tuberculum, the body pattern and the
shape of the male chelicerae (Figs. 15-19). At the
moment, P. tenue is regarded as a junior synonym
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of P. longipes, a species described from Albania
(Tirana) (Novak 2004, SCHONHOFER 2013).

Rhacochelifer maculatus is a Mediterranean
species, whose finding in Albania has been expect-
ed as it has been reported from the neighbouring
Greece, Montenegro and Republic of North Mac-
edonia. This is the first record of the genus Rhaco-
chelifer Beier, 1932 from Albania. The specimen
was found under bark of Eucalyptus globulus Labill.

Calocheiridius libanoticus is known from
Azerbaijan, Greece, Israel, Italy, Lebanon, Malta
and Turkey. Olpiidae is a new family for Albanian
fauna.

Euscorpius italicus has a very wide distribu-
tion across the Mediterranean and is regarded as
synantropic. The specimens presented herein are
from natural habitats near human settlement but
clearly outside ofit.



Descriptions of Two New Spider Species, with New Data on the Albanian Arachnofauna...

Discussion

The present study reports 45 species of arachnids
from Albania. Two families, six genera and six-
teen species, are reported for the first time for the
Albanian fauna, including two new spider spe-
cies, Bassaniodes blagoevi sp. n. (Thomisidae) and
Mesiotelus deltshevi sp. n. (Liocranidae). Ther-
idion glaucinum Simon, 1881 is reported for the
first time for the Balkan Peninsula. The families
Filistatidae (Araneae) and Olpiidae (Pseudoscorpi-
ones) are reported as new for Albania. Six genera
are also recorded for the first time in Albania; these
are Attulus Simon, 1889, Bianor Peckham & Peck-
ham, 1886, Filistata Latreille, 1810, Silhouettella
Benoit, 1979, all belonging to the Araneae, as well
as the Pseudoscorpiones genera Calocheiridius
Beier & Turk, 1952 and Rhacochelifer Beier, 1932.
The new records of species for the Albanian fauna
are 14, including the two newly described species.
Consequently, the known number of spiders and
false scorpions reached 502 and 25 species, respec-
tively, in Albania.

The number of the new taxa collected after
this very short field trip demonstrates that the Alba-
nian arachnofauna still needs a great attention and
targeted faunistic investigations.

Acknowledgements: Cordial thanks to Kirill Mikhailov
(Zoological Museum, Moscow State University) for the help-
ful recommendations and comments on an earlier draft of the
manuscript.
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