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Abstract: The karyotype of Persian Squirrel, Sciurus anomalus Guldenstaedt, 1785, in Central 
and South Anatolia consists of 2n=40 chromosomes, NF=80, NFa=76, and of the medium-
large submetacentric X chromosome. The obtained results generally agree with data presented 
by previous authors, but differences in chromosome morphology have been observed.
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Introduction
The family Sciuridae of the order Rodentia (Mammalia) consists of Squirrels, Chip-
munks, Marmots, and Prairie Dogs. Sciurus anomalus Guldenstaedt, 1785, is a tree 
squirrel distributed in Caucasus, Asia Minor, Syria, Palestine, West Iran (Corbet, 
Hill 1991, Hoffmann et al. 1993, Novak 1997). 

The karyotype of Persian Squirrel, S. anomalus, was reported by Özkurt et 
al. (1999), Albayrak, Arslan (2003), and Ulutürk, Coşkun (2002, 2004) from 
Turkey. According to these authors, S. anomalus has 40 chromosmes. The known 
karyotypes of the other species in the family Sciuridae have from 30 to 62 chro-
mosomes (Anonymous). The Sciurid species have been frequently studied from a 
cytogenetic point of view. The tree squirrels of the genus Sciurus Linnaeus, 1758, 
exhibit a remarkable chromosomal homogeneity, with 2n=40; with the exception of 
S. granatensis Humboldt, 1811, which has 2n=42 (see Zima, Kral 1984, Fagundes 
et al. 2003, Anonymous). 

The chromosomal studies are an important part of recording and describing 
biological diversity (Zıma 2000). The karyological data on Turkish squirrels are scarce 
in literature.

The aim of this study is to confirm the chromosome number of S.  anomalus 
and to report its detailed chromosome constitution.




