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A First Record of Perccottus glenii (Perciformes: 
Odontobutidae) in the Danube River in Bulgaria
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Abstract: The first record is reported of Perccottus glenii (Perciformes: Odontobutidae) in 
Bulgaria, a predatory fish species originating from the Far East, and rapidly increasing its 
range in Europe. Twelve specimens were caught in the main channel of the Danube River 
between the village of Vrav and the town of Lom (840-744th river km) during a period of 
elevated water discharge in April 2005.
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The Amur sleeper, Perccottus glenii Dybowski 1877 (Perciformes: Odontobutidae) 
is a freshwater fish with a stocky body and a large head. It reaches a maximum 
total length of 250 mm and weight of 250 g, though the majority of specimens are 
smaller than 120 mm in total length (Berg 1949, Reshetnikov 2003). The original 
areas of distribution of P. glenii are the Russian Far East, North-East China, and 
the northern part of the Korean Peninsula (Berg 1949, Nikolsky 1956, Bogutskaya, 
Naseka 2002).

In the 20th century there were two recorded introductions of P. glenii into the 
European part of Russia. The first was in St. Petersburg in 1912, from where the spe-
cies gradually spread throughout the drainage area of the Gulf of Finland (Dmitriev 
1971, Panov et al. 1999). The second introduction took place in Moscow in 1948, 
from where it spread through from the Moscow River system and into the upper 
Volga River basin (Spanovskaya et al. 1964). A detailed history of the introduction 
of P. glenii to the European part of Russia and its dispersal westwards is described 
by Reshetnikov (2004). Perccottus glenii has also spread through the Asian part of 
Russia, the Baikal area, Kazakhstan, Uzbekhistan, Turkmenistan and Eastern Europe 
(Litvinov, O´Gorman 1996, Koščo et al. 2003, Reshetnikov 2004). The expansion 
in the range of this fish is a result of its popularity as an aquarium fish, used as 
live bait, and the accidental transfer together with commercial fish for stocking. The 
species has been recorded in the Baltic Sea drainage (Poland - Antychowicz 1994, 
Terlecki, Palka 1999, Latvia - Plikšs, Aleksejevs 1998), and also in the White 
Sea and the Arctic Ocean basins (Koščo et al. 2003). In the 1990s the species was 
documented in the Black Sea river basin: in the Don River by Kozlov (1993), in 
the Dnieper River by Bogutskaya, Naseka (2002), and in the Dniester River basin 
by Korte et al. (1999) and Moshu, Guzun (2002).




