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Abstract: Pheromone traps, Pherocon 1C, baited with pheromone caps for Theresimima am-
pellophaga were used to detect this species at 16 sites in Greece during 2001-2004. Catches of 
T. ampellophaga were recorded only at 4 of the 16 sites investigated – two of them in Central 
Greece (Karditsa) and two on the islands of Lefkada and Rhodos. In Central Greece and 
Lefkada, the flight period began between the end of May and the middle of June and lasted 
until the beginning of July. In Rhodos, two well expressed peaks of flight periods indicated 
that two generations were observed. The flight period of the first generation was in June 
and the second began at the end of July and lasted until the end of August. This is the first 
study documenting the existence of two discrete generations of the insect on an island in 
South Greece.

Key words: vine bud moth, Theresimima ampellophaga, Zygaenidae, Procridinae, detection, 
seasonal monitoring

Introduction
The vine bud moth, Theresimima ampellophaga (BAYLE-BARELLE) (Lepidoptera, 
Zygaenidae), is distributed in North Africa (Algeria), Hungary, South and South-East 
Europe, Moldova, the South-European part of Russia with North Caucasus, South 
Ukraine with Crimea, Georgia, West Turkey and the Near East (BALACHOWSKY 1972, 
PUCCI, DOMINICI 1986, TARMANN 1998, 2003, EFETOV 2004). The oldest paper reporting 
T. ampellophaga in Greece (Peloponnesus) is that of STAUDINGER (1862). Additional 
data on the insect have been reported by ISAAKIDIS (1936, 1941), TZANAKAKIS (1980), 
KOUTROUBAS, BAKOGIANNIS (1989) and EMBACHER, TARMANN (2002).

The main host plant of T. ampellophaga is the grape vine, Vitis vinifera L. 
(BALACHOWSKY 1972), but caterpillars were found also on the ornamental vine, Par-
thenocissus quinquefolia (L.) PLANCH. (= Ampelopsis quinquefolia (L.) MICHX.) and 
some other Parthenocissus species, in Lebanon and Syria (TALHOUK 1969, LARSEN 
1980), Crimea (EFETOV 1990, 1998) and Greece (EMBACHER, TARMANN 2002). 




