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Ruffe, Gymnocephalus cernuus (LINNAEUS, 1758) 
(Pisces: Percidae) - a New Species to the Struma 
River Basin (Studena Reservoir, West Bulgaria)
Tihomir Stefanov1, Milen Vassilev2

Abstract: Two specimens of Ruffe (Gymnocephalus cernuus) were caught in the Studena 
Reservoir in the late August of 2005. This is the first finding of the species in the Struma 
River basin (Aegean Sea Watershed). Probably it had been accidentally introduced together 
with other valuable fish species. 
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The Ruffe (G. cernuus) is distributed throughout the greater part of Europe, ex-
cept certain areas in the north and the south (MAITLAND 2000). This species is also 
introduced into many areas in Europe and North America where it is expanding 
rapidly. This includes the Great Lakes in North America (PRATT et al. 1992), Lake 
Constance, Germany (HARTMANN 1993, ROSCH, SCHMID 1996), as well as lakes in 
northern England and Scotland (WINFIELD 1992). In most of the cases the routes 
of these introductions are not known. In Bulgaria this species is originally distrib-
uted in the Danube River and its adjacent marshlands and mouths of some of its 
tributaries (DRENSKY 1951, SIVKOV, 1988). CHICHKOFF (1934) provided data about 
the presence of the Ruffe in the Kamchia River, which is the southernmost border 
of its natural distribution. It is introduced accidentally together with valuable fish 
species in some reservoirs in Bulgaria such as Al. Stamboliiski, Montana, Yastrebino 
and Sopot (KARAPETKOVA, ZIVKOV 1995, VASSILEV, PEHLIVANOV 2005), all of them 
belonging to the Danube River catchment, Mandra Reservoir (MIHOV, pers. com.) 
and Ovcharitsa Reservoir (ZIVKOV, GRUPCHEVA 1987, RAIKOVA-PETROVA et al. 1993, 
KARAPETKOVA, ZIVKOV 1995, VASSILEV, PEHLIVANOV 2005). Only the latter belongs to 
the Aegean Sea Watershed and the finding in the Studena Reservoir is the second 
report of the Ruffe in this watershed. According to KARAPETKOVA, ZIVKOV (1995) 
this species is also introduced in some small dams in Bulgaria. 

Although the ichthyofauna of the Struma River basin is well investigated (KO-
VATCHEV 1921, CHICHKOFF 1939, MICHAJLOVA 1965, 1970, VASSILEV 1994, STEFANOV 
2001, VASSILEV, PEHLIVANOV 2002, MARIC et al. 2004), this species was not reported 
utill now. The ichthyofauna of the Studena Reservoir has been studied only by 




