
425

1 Institute of Zoology, 1 Tsar Osvoboditel Blvd., 1000 Sofi a, Bulgaria; 
e-mail: tljubomirov@zoology.bas.bg
2  Forest Protection Station, 82 Slavyanska St., 4000 Plovdiv, Bulgaria
3 Forest Research Institute, 132 St. Kliment Ohridski Blvd., Sofi a 1756, Bulgaria; e-mail: ggeorg@bas.bg

ACTA ZOOLOGICA BULGARICA

Acta zool. bulg., 58 (3), 2006: 425-430

Ibaliidae and Embolemidae (Insecta, Hymenoptera), 
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Abstract: Two families, Ibaliidae (Hymenoptera: Cynipoidea) and Embolemidae (Hymenoptera: 
Chrysidoidea) were recorded for the first time in the fauna of Bulgaria. A female specimen of 
Ibalia leucospoides (Holchenwarth) was established in 2004 in the outskirts of Manole village 
(Maritsa valley).  Seven male specimens of Embolemus ruddii Westwood were collected by 
Malaise traps in 2000 and 2002 in Enina village (Shipchenska Planina Mountain), Vitanovo 
Reserve (Strandzha Mountain), and Plovdiv (Maritsa valley).
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Introduction
Being one of the largest and most diverse insect orders Hymenoptera comprises 
about 90 families, 60 of which show representatives in the Bulgarian fauna (HUBENOV  
2005). The present discovery of two more families of Hymenoptera (Embolemidae 
and Ibaliidae) in the Bulgarian fauna in fact is not unexpected and without any 
doubt it is a result of the application of appropriate methods for material collecting. 
Rearing the material from the tree stems and branches and Malaise trapping have 
not been conducted frequently by the Bulgarian entomologists in the past and this 
fact must be considered as the main reason for comparatively late establishment of 
representatives of these two Hymenopteran groups. It must be emphasized also that 
the Bulgarian and the Balkan Peninsula territories fall into the margins of the range 
of the two families mentioned above, which makes the finding of the representatives 
there more difficult. The present work announces data about three species from two 
Hymenopteran families found as new to the Bulgarian fauna - Ibalia leucospoides 
(HOLCHENWARTH, 1785) (Ibaliidae), Embolemus ruddii WESTWOOD, 1833 and Embo-
lemus sp. (Embolemidae).

Material and Methods
Ibalia leucospoides was recorded in 2004 during studies on xylicolous insect pests 
of poplars in Bulgaria. It was reared from damaged stems and branches of hybrid 
Euramerican poplars, Populus x euramericana (DODE) GUINIER. The samples - cut-




