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Four new species of the genus Aelurillus Simon, 1884 
(Araneae: Salticidae)
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Abstract: Four new species of Aelurillus, A. afghanus sp. n. (northeastern Afghanistan), A. balearus sp. n. 
(Balearic and Canary islands), A. bosmansi sp. n. (Spain) and A. cypriotus sp. n. (Cyprus) are diagnosed, 
illustrated and described. A new combination, A. stanislawi (Prószyński, 1999) (ex Rafalus), is proposed, 
and A. minutus Azarkina, 2002 is synonymized with A. stanislawi. The unknown female of A. stanislawi is 
also described. Distributional maps are provided for all species.
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Introduction

Five species of the spider genus Aelurillus from the Mediterranean region, Levant and Central Asia 
are treated in this paper. Four of them are described as new to science. One species, A. afghanus 
sp. n., is described from a single female from northeastern Afghanistan; both A. bosmansi sp. n. 
and A. cypriotus sp. n. are described from single males; and A. balearus sp. n., is described from 
both sexes. Very problematic in taxonomic respect is the group of A. v-insignitus (Clerck, 1757) 
comprising a lot of synonyms. The species Aranea punctata Olivier, 1789 (from France), Aranea 
litterata Walckenaer, 1802 and Attus quinquepartitus Walckenaer, 1805 (both from France), 
Aranea navaria Martini, Goeze: In Lister (1778) and Salticus nidicolens O. P.-Cambridge, 1861 
(from England), are considered as junior synonyms of A. v-insignitus (Thorell 1869, see pp. 377-
381), but the type material of these species is yet to be re-examined. The material of A. cypriotus 
sp.n. has been previously identified as A. v-insignitus (Clerck, 1757).

Material and Methods

This paper is based on both museums’ collections and on the material newly collected from Spain. 
A total of 19 specimens were examined. Specimens for this study were borrowed from and after 
the study housed in the following museums and personal collections: AMNH = American Museum 
of Natural History, New York, USA (N. Platnick); CBAR = Centro di Biologia Ambiental, Baixa 
da Banheira, Portugal (P. Cardoso); HECO = Hope Entomological Collection, Oxford, UK (J. 
Hogan); HUJI = The Hebrew University of Jerusalem (Zoological Department), Israel (G. Levy); 
MHNG = Museum d’Histoire Naturelle, Genève, Switzerland (P. Schwendinger); NMP = National 
Museum of Prague, Czech Republic (A. Kurka); PCJM = the personal collection of J. Murphy, 
Hampton, UK; RBINS = Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences, Brussels, Belgium (L. Baert); 
SNHM = Senckenberg Natural History Museum, Frankfurt am Main, Germany (P. Jäger); ZMTU 
= Zoological Museum of the Turku University, Turku, Finland (M. Saaristo). Abbreviations used 
in the text: AME - anterior median eyes, ALE - anterior lateral eyes, PLE - posterior lateral eyes, 




