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Ground spiders of the genus Taieria Forster, 1979 in New 
Zealand: taxonomy and distribution (Araneae: Gnaphosidae)
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Abstract: The genus Taieria Forster, 1979 includes six species: T. erebus (L. Koch, 1873); T. elongata, T. 
kaituna, T. obtusa and T. miranda - found in New Zealand and described by Forster (1979); and T. titirangia, 
a new species from the South Island, New Zealand. For the first time T. erebus has been found on the South 
Island (recorded previously only on the North Island), and for the first time T. elongata has been recorded 
on the North Island (known before only on the South Island). Maps with the distribution of six species of 
Taieria on the South and North Islands are included.
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Introduction

The genus Taieria was described by R. Forster (1979). Earlier, two species, Drassus erebus 
and Drassus achropus, were described from New Zealand by L. Koch (1873). Forster (1979) 
showed that the two species were actually a male and a female of the same species and he chose 
a valid name Taieria erebus (L. Koch, 1873). Additionally, Forster (1979) described four new 
species of the genus Taieria from New Zealand: T. elongata, T. kaituna, T. obtusa and T. miranda. 
Currently six species are found in New Zealand: Taieria erebus (L. Koch, 1873), T. elongata 
Forster, 1979, T. kaituna Forster, 1979, T. obtusa Forster, 1979, T. miranda Forster, 1979 
and T. titirangia, new species.

Methods

For the distribution of Taieria in New Zealand we have used materials provided by major museums 
of New Zealand and Florida State Collection of Arthropods, Gainesville. Materials used by Forster 
(1979) have been also included. Maps have been prepared with the program ArcView GIS 3.2. 
The format of a new species description and the standard abbreviation of morphological terms 
follow those used in Ovtsharenko, Platnick (1995). All measurements are in millimeters.

Collection Examined 
AMNZ - Auckland Institute and War Memorial Museum, Auckland 
OMD - Otago Museum, Dunedin
MONZ - Museum of New Zealand 
LUNZ - Lincoln University, Lincoln
NZAC - New Zealand Arthropod Collection, Auckland 
FSCA - Florida State Collection of Arthropods, Gainesville




