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On the harvestman fauna of Absheron-Gobustan zone 
(Azerbaijan), with a description of a new species (Opiliones)
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Abstract: Seven harvestmen of family Phalangiidae are found in the Absheron-Gobustan zone of Azerbaijan. 
One of them, Phalangium bakuensis sp.n., is newly described and illustrated. It is most closely related to 
Ph. staregai Snegovaya, 2005 but differs from it in having smaller chelicerae, shorter penis and 2-3 rows of 
tubercles on ocularium. The species Opilio afghanus Roewer, 1960 is recorded for the territory of Caucasus 
for the first time.
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Introduction		

The Absheron-Gobustan region is located in the eastern part of Azerbaijan and includes Ab-
sheron Peninsula and the neighbouring territories of the Gobustan Hills. The harvestman fauna 
of the region has hitherto remained unknown. The recent collecting activities carried out in the 
area revealed the following species: Opilio parietinus (De Geer, 1778), O. lederi Roewer, 1911,  
O. absheronicus Snegovaya, 2005, O. shirvanicus Snegovaya, 2004, O. afghanus Roewer, 1960, 
and Phalangium punctipes C.L. Koch, 1878. A new species, Phalangium bakuensis, is herewith 
described and illustrated. The find of O. afghanus in Absheron-Gobustan represents the first formal 
record of the species in Caucasus. 

Taxonomy

Phalangium bakuensis sp. n.
Figs 1-16.
Type material: Holotype: 1♂ (Zoological Institute RAN, St.-Petersburg, Russia; V. A. 

Krivokhatski), Azerbaijan, Absheron, Volchi Vorota (vicinities of Baku), 7-12.V.2005, collected 
under stones and in grass, Ilham Alekperov and Nataly Snegovaya leg.; Paratypes: 1♀ (Zoological 
Institute RAN, St.-Petersburg, Russia; V. A. Krivokhatski), 1♂, 6♀ (Institute of Zoology, Baku; 
N. Yu. Snegovaya, No. 276), same locality, data and collectors.

Diagnosis: The new species is close to Phalangium staregai Snegovaya, 2005 but differs 
from it by the characters given in Table 1.

Etymology: The species is named after Baku City, the type locality.
Description (all measurements are in mm): Male (Holotype) (Figs 1-10): Body: length 5.0; 

width 3.2; Chelicera: basal segment 1.5, distal segment 3.1, horn 1.4; Penis: length 1.88; length 
of glans: 0.33, stylus 0.15. Length of palp and leg segments: see Table 2.




