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History of study and a brief survey of the araneofauna of the 
Left-Bank Ukraine (Araneae)
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Abstract: A brief history of the development of the Ukrainian arachnology from the 70s of the 18th cen-
tury till recently is given, with a detailed analysis of spider study of the Left-Bank Ukraine. According to 
original and literature data, 716 spider species from 34 families have been registered in the area in question, 
41 species need confirmation. The Linyphiidae is the richest in species family followed by Salticidae and 
Gnaphosidae. The zoogeographical analysis demonstrated that the main part of the fauna is represented 
by widespread species. The boundary of distribution of several Asiatic and Mediterranean species passes 
through the investigated area. 
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Introduction

The development of arachnology and the accumulation of faunistic and ecological data have en-
couraged us to launch systematization of obtained results. The information on Ukrainian spiders 
is scattered in different papers, mainly written in Russian and unavailable for western specialists. 
Mikhailov’s catalogue of spiders of the territories of the former USSR (Mikhailov 1997) points 
out the records of species for Ukraine as a whole, distinguishing the Crimea and the Carpathians. 
Kharitonov’s catalogue is more precise, but it was published as far back as 1932. Nowadays, 
summary of recent knowledge is needed. This paper is a preliminary overview of the history of 
spider study and the data collected in the process of elaboration of a catalogue of spiders of the 
Left-Bank Ukraine.

Study Area and Materials

Ukraine, a former republic of the Soviet Union, is situated in East Europe between 44°26´ - 52°36´ 
N and 22°9´ - 40°15´E, and covers the area of 603 700 km2. It borders with Russia in the North 
and East, and with Poland, Slovakia, Hungary, Moldova, and Romania in the West. The main 
part of the country is located within the East European, or Russian Plane, with the Carpathians 
in the West and the Crimea peninsula in the South. The main territory (55% in the forest zone 
and 90% in the steppe zone) has been ploughed up. Virgin steppes have remained only in nature 
reserves and unarable lands. Pine, mixed and deciduous (mainly oak) forests grow in flood lands 
and the flat interfluves of the forest and forest-steppe zones. There is a vast net of meadows, often 
overgrazed or mowed, bogs and wetlands preserved. Costal habitats and saline marshes are typical 
for the southern part; chalk, granite and limestone outcrops are spread in the East.

Three main botanical zones are represented in Ukraine: forest, forest-steppe and steppe. 




