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Introduction
The subterranean mole rat complex is a taxonomically  
mixed group including many species and subspecies. 
The distribution range of extant spalacids reaches 
Europe, Asia Minor, Caucasus, Trans-Caucasus, 
Ukraine, Armenia, Syria, Palestine, Iraq, Israel, 
Jordan, and North-East Africa (CORBET, 1978; 
SAVIC and NEVO, 1990; HARRISON and BATES, 1991). 
MEHELY (1909) reported that three subspecies: S. 
monticola cilicicus, S. monticola nehringi, and S. 
monticola armeniacus, are distributed in the region. 
According to TOPACHEVSKII (1969), two species 
Microspalax leucodon and Microspalax nehringi 
live in the region. GROMOV and BARANOVA (1981) 
used only the genus name Nannospalax PALMER, 
1903, instead of Microspalax NEHRING 1898 and 
also reported Nannospalax leucodon to have been 
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living in this region. Since MEGNIN and TROUESSART 
(1884) earlier used the genus Microspalax for an 
Acarina and because a reliable taxonomic revision 
has not been performed in view of chromosomal 
and genetic data up to now, the genus name Spalax 
is used in the present paper to avoid confusion. 
According to traditional morphological evaluations, 
genus Spalax in Turkey comprises two species: 
S. leucodon NORDMANN, 1840, and S. ehrenbergi 
NEHRING, 1898. S. leucodon was represented by 
the  subspecies of S. l. nehringi SATUNIN, 1898; S. 
l. armeniacus MEHELY, 1909; S. l. cilicicus MEHELY, 
1909; S. l. anatolicus MEHELY, 1909; S. l. turcicus 
MEHELY, 1909, in Turkey (MURSALOĞLU 1979, 
KIVANÇ 1988). Although these authors mentioned 
several morphological characters suitable for 




