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In the Bulgarian ichthyological literature, DRENSKY 
(1930) fi rst reported the fi nding of the Danube 
salmon, Hucho hucho (LINNAEUS, 1758) (as Salmo 
hucho) in the Bulgarian sector of the Danube 
River. In his subsequent works, he confi rmed the 
occurrence of the species in the Danube and reported 
it as very rare (DRENSKY 1948, 1951). Other authors, 
most probably based on literature review and citing 
the information published by Drensky, also reported 
the Danube salmon as the only salmonid species in 
the Bulgarian sector of the Danube (KARAPETKOVA, 
ZIVKOV 1995, KARAPETKOVA et al. 1998, VASSILEV, 
PEHLIVANOV 2005). However, according to other 
authors, this species was not found in the lower 
Danube (KOVACHEV 1923, BANARESCU 1964, BUSNITA 
1967). MARINOV (1978) assumed the fi nding of H. 
hucho as doubtful and suggested that the specimens 
reported by Drensky belonged to the species Salmo 
labrax PALLAS, 1811 (as S. trutta labrax). 

The Black Sea salmon (S. labrax) is endemic 
for the basins of the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov. 
It was reported as rare along the Bulgarian Black Sea 
coast (DRENSKY 1923, 1951, KARAPETKOVA, ZIVKOV 
1995, VASSILEV, PEHLIVANOV 2005). One specimen 
was found 500 m upstream from the mouth of the 
Veleka River (KARAPETKOVA 1975). However, it 
has not been recorded so far that the species enters 
the Bulgarian Black Sea tributaries for spawning. 
According to some Romanian ichthyologists, the 
species was found in the Danube delta and in the 
Danube upstream to the town of Calarasi, Romania 
(river km 370.5) (BANARESCU 1964, BUSNITA 1967). 
The Black Sea salmon was reported as relatively 
more abundant in the North and North-West Black 
Sea, and according to some authors, it entered the 
adjacent rivers for spawning (ANTIPA 1909, BARACH 
1941, 1962, BERG 1948, BANARESCU 1964, SVETOVIDOV 
1964, MURZA, HRISTOFOROV 1988, KULYAN 1999, 
RESHETNIKOV 2003, PASHKOV et al. 2006).
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Abstract:  The Danube salmon (Hucho hucho) has been the only salmonid species reported for the Bulgarian sector 
of the Danube River in the Bulgarian ichthyological literature so far. Recently, one salmonid specimen 
was recorded near the town of Ruse (river km 495). Based on morphological characteristics and com-
parison with another salmonid specimen from the mouth of the Veleka River (Black Sea tributary), this 
species was identifi ed as the Black Sea salmon (Salmo labrax).
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