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The Croatian part of Baranja extends between 
the rivers Drava and Danube, and the border with 
Hungary and is a part of a wider Baranja region, 
the larger part of which is in Hungary. With its 
height of 243 m, the Bansko brdo Hill is the most 
marked elevation in the relief of the Croatian part 
of Baranja and it has some areas characterized with 
sub-Mediterranean climate. On 30 May 2000, at the 
southern foot of the hill, a 160 cm long snake run 
over by a car was found on the asphalted road in 
Zmajevac (UTM: CR 37). The snake was in a very 
bad state, therefore only some parts of the carcass 
were taken (the head with a part of the body, another 
part of the body and the top of the tail). These parts of 
the snake’s body were preserved in 70% alcohol and 
now are deposited in the Croatian Natural History 
Museum, Zagreb. The dorsal part of the snake’s body 
is grayish-brown with a bright longitudinal line that is 
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Abstract:  The Balkan Whipsnake, Dolichophis caspius (GMELIN, 1789), was sampled at the foot of the Bansko brdo 
Hill in Croatia, on the stations of Zmajevac (UTM: CR 37). It is the fi rst time when the species Dolicho-
phis caspius is recorded from the continental part of Croatia. In addition to this new fi nding for Croatia, 
there are also new fi ndings for the area of Montenegro and Serbia. The Dolichophis caspius was sampled 
in an orchard near Negotin (UTM: FP 29) and near Tuzi (UTM: CM 69) in the vicinity of the border with 
Albania. Finding sites are identifi ed by a 10 x 10 km UTM grid (Universal Transverse Mercator). 
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clearly visible on some scales. The ventral part of the 
body is yellow. In the transversal row of the snake’s 
mid-body there are 17 scales, which is characteristic 
for European Turkey animals (SPEYBROECK J. ed: 
2004 and consecutive years). The dorsal scales are 
with two apical pits. The number of preoculars is 2 (1 
preocular + 1 small subocular), and postoculars 2 on 
each side. The number of loreals is 1. There are also 8 
supralabials on each side, of which the 4th and the 5th 
touch the eye. These morphological characteristics 
mostly agree with the description of the species 
Dolichophis caspius (GMELIN, 1789), according to 
(BASOGLU, BARAN 1980, GRUBER 1989, ŠČERBAK, 
BÖHME 1993). The foot of Bansko brdo in Zmajevac, 
at the location where the snake was found, is covered 
with bush-like vegetation, with trees of red hawthorn 
(Crataegus oxyacantha L.), and on hillsides there are 
untended and abandoned vineyards. In this part of 




