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Abstract:  This is the fi rst published record of living Pholas dactylus in the Romanian Black Sea since over 34 years. 
Small but viable populations have been found at Agigea, Costinesti and Vama Veche. Habitat fragmenta-
tion, sudden extinction events and predation by both native and alien predators are the major threats to this 
rare species in the Romanian Black Sea. The regional IUCN status of Critically Endangered is proposed 
for Pholas dactylus in the Romanian Black Sea, in accordance with the newest IUCN Red List Categories 
and Criteria. This fi nding, besides the high value of Pholas dactylus survival in itself, illustrates the regen-
eration of biodiversity in the Romanian Black Sea.
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Introduction
Of the 41 bivalve species existing in the Romanian 
Black Sea (MICU 2004), the common piddock Pholas 
dactylus LINNE 1758 and the white piddock Barnea 
candida (LINNE 1758) are the only species belong-
ing to the Pholadidae family. Pholas dactylus occurs 
in the Mediterranean and the East Atlantic, from 
Norway to Cape Verde Islands. It inhabits the midlit-
toral and shallow sublittoral of soft rock coasts. 

It used to be a common species throughout 
its range, but now it has become rare, disappearing 
from most locations due to its sensitivity to pollution 
(MICHELSON 1978) and above all due to overharvest-
ing by humans for food and bait. In the Mediterranean 
Pholas dactylus has been used as food from ancient 
times (GAIUS 77) and it is still on high demand as 
seafood. 

Today, both Pholas dactylus and the date mus-
sel Lithophaga lithophaga (LINNE 1758) are offi cial-
ly protected under the Bern Convention (Appendix 
II) and the Barcelona Convention (Appendix II) 
throughout the Mediterranean (SoHelME, 2005). 
Both species are high-prized delicacies, and the only 
way to extract them from the boreholes is to demol-
ish completely the stones they are imbedded in. The 
ban on harvesting Pholas dactylus and Lithophaga 
lithophaga is intended not only to ensure the surviv-
al of the two species, but also to prevent catastrophic 
damage to the hard substrata and other coexistent 
species infl icted by divers, who are destructively ex-
tracting them from the rock.

The conservation status of Pholas dactylus in 
the Black Sea is unclear at present. Although the 




