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 Abstract:  Results of two ornithological expeditions in Turkey conducted during the breeding period in 2005 and 
2007 are presented. Data on the breeding avifauna of  Eastern Turkey (including some parts of the Black 
Sea Coast) was gathered, mostly from the provinces of Mush, Bitlis, Agri, Erzurum and Artvin. Records 
of rare breeding species in Turkey as Bubulcus ibis, Gypaetus barbatus, Gyps fulvus, Aquila heliaca, 
Falco biarmicus, Melanitta fusca, Oxyura  leucocephala, Grus grus, Anthropoides virgo, Jynx torquilla,  
Sturnus roseus added new light on their distribution in this part of Asia Minor.  

Key words: breeding birds,  Pontic Alps, Choruh River, Lake Van, Murat River, threats

*  Corresponding author: 

           Introduction
Breeding ornithofauna of Turkey includes 319 bird 
species, thus the country has the second richest orni-
thofauna in Europe (BIRDLIFE INTERNATIONAL 2004). 
Studies on the breeding birds of this state became 
very intensive in the recent decades. During that pe-
riod more and more territories in Turkey have been 
surveyed by Turkish and foreign ornithologists and 
the data on the birds of many important bird areas (e.g. 
Uludag, Lake Kulu, Hotamiş marshes, Kızılırmak 
Delta, etc.) were resumed and published in some 
specifi c articles (DIJKSEN, KASPAREK 1985, KASPAREK 
1987, KIRWAN 1993, JETZ 1995). The present work 
summarized the most interesting faunistic results of 
two ornithological expeditions in North-Eastern and 

Eastern Anatolia, which aimed to contribute to the 
knowledge of the breeding birds of these areas.

Material and Methods 
The fi rst expedition was held in the period 28 May 
– 11 June 2005. The route was about 6000 km long, 
with the following areas studied:

1) Eastern part of the Turkish Black Sea 
Coast. 

2) Dogu Karadeniz Daglari (Pontic Alps, in-
cluding  Kachkar Dag) and the neighbouring Choruh 
River canyon.

3) The areas of Artvin, Kars and Agri.  




