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in the Balkan Countries
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e-mail: zhubenov@zoology.bas.bg

Abstract:  A total of 602 species of Tachinidae family have been established in the Balkan countries so far. They 
belong to 233 genera and 4 subfamilies. In the separate countries from 65 to 409 species have been found. 
The degree of similarity between Tachinidae fauna of the countries varies from 21.5% to 72.8%. The tach-
inids belong to 57 zoogeographical categories, divided into 2 supergroups: 1) species with Mediterranean 
type of distribution – more thermophilic and distributed mainly in the southern parts of Palaearctic (131 
species, or 21.8%); 2) species with Palaearctic and Eurosiberian type of distribution – more cold-resistant 
and widely distributed in the Palaearctic (471 species, or 78.2%). 
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Introduction
The fi rst data for the family Tachinidae in the 
Balkan countries are reported by LÖW (1862, 1863), 
BIGOT (1874), STROBL (1900, 1902) and NEDELKOV 
(1912). Between the two World Wars the works of 
SUSTER (1929, 1931, 1933, 1936a, 1936b, 1940), 
JACENTKOVSKY (1936, 1937) and many small 
works had been published. Information about the 
morphology and hosts of the tachinids had been pub-
lished by BARANOV (1926a, 1926b, 1927a, 1927b, 
1929a, 1929b, 1930a, 1930b, 1931a, 1931b). After 
1950 systematic investigations on the species com-
position and biology of the Balkan tachinids had 
been done by SISOJEVIČ (1953a, 1953b, 1955, 1975), 
SUSTER (1953), ČEPELAK, SISOJEVIČ (1974), SISOJEVIČ 
et al. (1976, 1986, 1991), HERTING (1979), SISOJEVIČ, 
ČEPELAK (1983, 1987, 1998a, 1998b, 1998c), HUBENOV 
(1980, 1982, 1983, 1985, 1992, 1993, 1995, 1996, 
2001, 2006) and CERRETTI, ZIEGLER (2004). Many re-

ports containing data about some Tachinidae species 
or their hosts have been published as well. 

The aim of this study is to present the species 
composition, level of study and some zoogeographi-
cal features of the Tachinidae fauna in the Balkan 
countries.

Materials and Methods
The article generalizes data on Tachinidae family 
from the Balkan countries for the last two centuries. 
The whole territories of Balkan countries as well as 
the areas out of the Balkan Peninsula borders are 
included. Italy is excluded (the Balkan territory). 
Tachinids have not been recorded in the European 
part of Turkey so it is either included. A total of 
400 works are known for Balkan countries in gen-
eral. A considerable part of them is not devoted to 
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