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Abstract:  Results of investigation of copepod fauna in the western Black Sea are obtained in May-June 2001.  49 
taxa have been found including 33 taxa that are not of the Black Sea origin. The problem of intensifi cation 
of process of copepod fauna Mediterranization in the Black Sea basin is discussed.
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Introduction
The numerous investigations  testify the inten-
sive transport of holoplanktonic animals  from the 
Mediterranean Sea to the western Black Sea (PAVLOVA  
1964,  PAVLOVA  1965, BOGDANOVA,  SHMELEVA  1967,  
PAVLOVA  et al. 1969,  KOVALEV et al,1976, PORUMB 
1980, KOVALEV et al 1988). These data were summa-
rized in KOVALEV et al. (1998), where the list of 60 
Mediterranean copepods species was presented. The 
Bosporus region of the Black Sea accepts invaders 
carried from Marmara  Sea by the Lower-Bosporus 
fl ow and so these organisms are mostly abundant 
during the periods of increasing Mediterranean water 
fl ow, in particular in March and October (BOGDANOVA 
1976). In the present contribution, we analyze cope-
pod species and distribution in the western Black 
Sea during May-June 2001, in order to see further 
Mediterranean contribution to the Black Sea zoo-
plankton.  

Material and methods
The examined copepods were taken from zoo-

plankton samples obtained in the cruise r/v ‘Knorr’ 
during May-June 2001 (Table 1). The investigated 
area is shown in Fig. 1. Samples collected by verti-
cal tows of Nansen net (mesh aperture 135 μm) and 
preserved in 4% formaldehyde. The laboratory pro-
cedure and technique of identifi cation are described 
by VIVES, SHMELEVA (2007). 

Results and Discussion
The list of copepod species, collected in the 

western part of the Black Sea, is given in Table 2. 
The systematic status of species is submitted ac-
cording to RAZOULS, DURAND (1991). There are 33 
Mediterranean copepods taxa including 20 taxa that 
were discovered for the fi rst time for the Black Sea 
during May-June 2001 by r/v ‘Knorr’ expedition. 
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