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Abstract:  Original data establishes the existence of 15 tabanid species from 7 genera: Chrysops (1 species), Atylo-
tus (1 species), Therioplectes (1 species), Hybomitra (1 species), Tabanus (9 species), Haematopota (1 
species) and Dasyrhamphis (1 species). It is the fi rst time they are reported for the territory of the Saint 
Ilijski Eminences. The registered species represent 20% of the reported until now 75 species of tabanids, 
present in the Bulgarian fauna. Information, regarding the localities, the number and sex of the captured 
specimens, as well as the dates of the catches is presented. From a zoogeographical point of view, it has 
been determined that the predominant elements are the ones, pertaining to the Mediterranean sub-regional 
tabanid fauna (60% of the reported for the Saint Ilijski Eminences species).
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Introduction
The Saint Ilijski Eminences are located in the 
Tundjanska Hill Lowland, sub-region of the 
Middle Bulgarian bio-geographical region (GRUEV, 
KUZMANOV 1994). They represent one of the 180, 
protected under Directive 92/43/ЕЕС, areas, which 
will become part of the European ecological network 
Natura 2000. The Saint Ilijski Eminences’ territory 
falls within the borders of 16 lands from the regions 
of Sliven and Yambol.

The presence of cattle in the region, as well as the 
availability of shrubby and wood vegetation creates 
optimal conditions for the development of tabanids. 
Yet, up until the current study, no research on the Saint 
Ilijski Eminences’ tabanid fauna had been carried out. 
The lack of data on the diversity of tabanid species, 
found on the territory of the protected areas, has set 
the purpose of the current research work.

Material and Methods
The study of the Saint Ilijski Eminences was carried 
out in the periods June-July 2004, June 2005 and July-
August 2006. The material was collected by means 
of a standard entomological net from 7 localities on 
the territory of Nova Zagora Municipality, Sliven 
Region (map1.). The processing of the insects was 
carried out in laboratory conditions. They were 
identifi ed according to CHVÁLA et al. (1972) and 
OLSUFJEV (1977). The species were arranged in a 
sequence, set by the Catalogue of Palaearctic Diptera 
(CHVÁLA 1988).  

Lists of the studied in the Saint Ilijski Eminences 
localities and of the identifi ed tabanid species are 
presented. The localities are arranged in a sequence, 
respecting the period in which the material has been 
collected. The list of localities states the altitude and 
the collection dates.




