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Abstract:  The recent distribution of the both species Barbatula barbatula and Oxynoemacheilus bureschi in Bul-
garia is investigated and compared with the published data in the ichthyological literature. A tendency for 
extinction of B. barbatula in the eastern part of its areal in Bulgaria with a parallel diffusion of B. bureschi 
out of the type localities and coexistence of the two species is established.  
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Introduction
The family Balitoridae is represented with two spe-
cies in the Bulgarian freshwaters, which belong to 
two genera – Barbatula barbatula (LINNAEUS, 1758) 
and Oxynoemacheilus bureschi (DRENSKY, 1928). The 
fi rst one has a wide distribution throughout Europe 
except the most north and south part while the latter 
is considered as an endemic for the basins of riv-
ers Struma and Mesta. In both species the Bulgarian 
populations are very important in conservation point 
of view. Through Bulgaria is passing the border of 
distribution of B. barbatula and in the second case 
very big part of the range of O. bureschi is situated 
in the country. 

 Some information about the distribu-
tion of B. barbatula in Bulgaria can be found in 
the works of DRENSKY (1928, 1951), KOVATCHEFF 
(1923), CHICHKOFF (1934, 1939a), PASPALEV, PESHEV 
(1952/1953), BULGURKOV (1958), MICHAILOVA 

(1970), DIKOV et al. (1988, 1994) and SIVKOV (1991). 
Data about distribution of O. bureschi is provided 
by DRENSKY (1928, 1951), CHICHKOFF (1939b), 
MICHAILOVA (1965), DIKOV et al. (1988), NAUMOVSKI 
(1995), STEFANOV (2001) and APOSTOLOU (2005). 
Although all this information exists in the Bulgarian 
ichthyological literature, a compendious study about 
the recent distribution of these two species is not ac-
complished. 

The purpose of the present paper is to establish 
the contemporary distribution of B. barbatula and O. 
bureschi in the Bulgarian freshwaters in better future 
management and protection point of view. The two 
species possess high conservation status – both are 
included in the new Bulgarian Red Data Book as 
“Vulnerable”. Both species are also listed in the IUCN 
Red List – B. barbatula in category “Data Defi cient” 
and O. bureschi in category “Least Concern”. 




