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Distribution and Numbers of Capercaillie, 
Tetrao urogallus L., 1758 (Aves: Galliformes) in Bulgaria
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Abstract:  The distribution, numbers and sex ratio of Capercaillie (Tetrao urogallus L., 1758) in Bulgaria were 
studied. The numbers of this species during the period 2002-2006 varied between 2219 (2002) and 2798 
(2005) individuals. The total area of habitats is about 412000 ha. The Capercaillie is most numerous in the 
Rhodope Mts. (2060 individuals), the Rila Mts. (360) and the Pirin Mts. (170). Small numbers of birds 
occurred in the past in West Balkan Range and the Vitosha Mts. However, there have not been any records 
during the last three years in the latter two localities and the species has probably being extinct from them. 
The sex ratio of Capercaillie in the country is 1:1,2 (males : females), varying between 1:1 and 1:1,3.

Key words: Capercaillie, distribution, numbers, shooting, sex ratio

Introduction

The Capercaillie (Tetrao urogallus) is the biggest 
species from the order Galliformes in Bulgaria. It is 
the only bird of the big game group in the country.

The Capercaillie has Palaearctic distribution, 
from Scotland to the valley of the Vilyuya River and 
Hamar-Daban Ridge in Asia (in west-east direction) 
and from the Kola Peninsula (69°N) to Greece (about 
41°15’N) (SIMEONOV еt al. 1990). The distribution of 
Capercaillie in Greece was studied by HANDRINOS, 
AKRIOTIS (1997). The authors classifi ed this species 
as rare and local resident in their country.

According to BOEV (in BOTEV, PESHEV 1985), 
the Capercaillie is a threatened species in Bulgaria, 
which is extinct in many of its former localities and 
with declined numbers in many others. 

In the previous century, it was distributed 
at isolated localities in the Rhodope, Rila, Pirin, 
Vitosha mountains and in the Balkan Range (BOTEV 
1981). According to KOLEV (in BOTEV et al. 1993), 
the Capercaillie is distributed mostly in the western 

and the middle part of the Rhodope Mts., up to the 
Prespa Peak and Aquatepe Peak in eastern direction, 
to Greece in southern direction and to the Moder 
Peak and Martsiganitsa in northern direction. It also 
occurs in the Rila and Pirin Mts., Bistritsa Reserve 
in the Vitosha Mts. and the Chuprenski Reserve 
in the Balkan Range. This author pointed out that 
20-30 years ago that species has been observed in 
the Middle Balkan Range. According to DRAGOEV 
(1978), this bird lives also near Vezhen and Kom 
peaks in the Western Balkan Range. He pointed out 
that only single individuals live in the places where 
this species was common in the past believing that 
the reasons are the adverse environment changes, 
cutting old forests and destroying mating places. 
The species was mentioned in a survey article on 
birds of the Rila Mts. (SPIRIDONOV in SAKALIAN, 
1999). The taxonomy of that species was studied by 
DURIEZ et al. (2007). The studies on the biology of 
the Capercaillie in Bulgaria are scarce. Breading and 
growth were studied by BOTEV et al. (1979). 




