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Classification of Ant Assemblages
(Hymenoptera: Formicidae) in Green Areas of Sofia
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Abstract: The myrmecofauna of the green areas in Sofia City was extensively sampled by qualitative and quanti-
tative methods to assess spatial variation in species composition of ant assemblages. The cluster analysis
of the assemblages based on presence/absence data resulted in grouping into two main clusters: woody
and open habitats. The assemblages of the open areas further divided into two groups: grassy habitats and
artificial biotopes (asphalt coverings and agricultural land). Most of the assemblages in open areas clearly
demonstrated the impact of urbanization by grouping into three main zones depending on the distance
from the city centre: central, peripheral and rural.
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