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List of the Birds Recorded in Bulgaria

Bulgarian National Rarities Committee (BUNARCO)*

Abstract:  This list gives the scientifi c, Bulgarian and English names of the birds recorded in Bulgaria. A critical 
review of all species observed in the period 1800 - December 31st 2008 was made by Bulgarian National 
Rarities Committee (BUNARCO). The National list consists of 409 species as follows: Category A – 406 
species, Category B – 2 and Category C – 1 bird species. In Category D were listed 2 and in Category 
E – 6 species. For different reasons 27 species were not accepted by the Committee. Information on the 
recent status of each species is given. Since 1880 266 species of category A-C have bred in Bulgaria, but 
only 240 of them are part of the current breeding avifauna; 20 species are regarded as non-regular breeders 
and for 6 former regular breeders no breeding records have been known since at least 1990. The informa-
tion about the breeding status of 5 species is not suffi cient or reliable enough. 72 species are regular non-
breeding visitors or transient migrants and 72 have been classifi ed as vagrants (V/v). The latest systematic 
and taxonomic changes were used.  
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A list of species is an overview of the actual 
status of the data in a particular region. The fi rst 
overview of Bulgarian avifauna is in Eduard Klein’s 
book ‘Our Birds’ (KLEIN  1909) in which 314 known 
species at that time were documented. The author 
claims that ‘Bulgaria, compared to other Balkan 
countries, has accomplished much more in investi-
gating Nature’. Pavel Patev’s monograph ‘Birds of 
Bulgaria’ published in 1950 (PATEV 1950) was the 
fi rst critical analysis of the 315 species of birds re-
corded at the time. In the next 40 years new genera-
tions of ornithologists worked to increase the knowl-
edge of Bulgarian birds. Additions to the number of 
species recorded were made in ‘Concise Guide to the 
Vertebrates in Bulgaria’, where 325 birds were de-
scribed (PESHEV, BOEV 1962). In the article ‘Changes 

in bird fauna of Bulgaria over the last thirty fi ve 
years’ the bird species in Bulgaria had increased to 
356 (MICEV, SIMEONOV 1985). New data in the list 
of species and subspecies of Bulgaria are found in 
NANKINOV (1992, 1998, 2003). All this accumulat-
ed information is published in ‘Fauna in Bulgaria, 
Birds, Part 1, 2’ (SIMEONOV et al. 1990; NANKINOV et 
al. 1997), as well as in the following publications – 
‘Atlas of Breeding Birds in Bulgaria’ (IANKOV 2007), 
‘Important Bird Areas in Bulgaria and Natura 2000’ 
(KOSTADINOVA, GRAMATIKOV 2007).

These lists of species are not drawn up in accord-
ance with the Association of European Records and 
Rarities Committees (AERC) rules for offi cial nation-
al lists of birds. Applying these rules in Bulgaria be-
came possible after the creation of Bulgarian National 
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