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Taxonomic Note on Genus Rupa 
(Coleoptera: Carabidae: Platynini) from Japan
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Abstract: The study of type material of Rupa japonica JEDLIČKA and material of Rupa japonica uncinata KASAHARA 
revealed that two forms represent distinct species. The lectotype of R. japonica is designated.
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Introduction
In 1935, Jedlička described genus Rupa JEDLIČKA, 
1935 for the species R. japonica JEDLIČKA, 1935 from 
‘Mt. Kongo’1, Osaka Prefecture (JEDLIČKA 1935). In 
1994, Kasahara described the subspecies R. japonica 
uncinata KASAHARA, 1994 from Okayama Prefecture 
stating that its genitalia are ‘conspicuously different’ 
from that of the typical form (KASAHARA 1994). At 
that time, Kasahara did not study type material of 
R. japonica, and regarded his subspecies as result of 
geographical isolation. In 2000, Mori studied many 
populations of R. japonica japonica and R. japonica 
uncinata and showed their distribution (MORI 2000, 
Fig. 2). At present Rupa includes 5 species as only 
R. japonica, type species of the genus, is both poly-
typic and inhabits Japan (BOUSQUET 2003: 466). The 
remaining four species occur in Nepal, Sikkim, and 
Taiwan (ibid.).

During a visit of one of us (BG) in BMNH in June 
2008, another of us (SM) asked former to borrow and 
study male syntype/s of R. japonica (Fig. 1). The subse-

quent examination of the male genitalia proved that both 
subspecies of R. japonica represent distinct species.

Abbreviations: BG – Borislav Guéorguiev; 
BMNH – British Natural History Museum, London, 
United Kingdom; NMNHS – National Museum of 
Natural History, Sofi a, Bulgaria; NMPC – Národni 
muzeum v Praze, Prague, Czech Republic; SM – 
Seiji Morita.

Rupa japonica JEDLICKA, 1935
(Figs. 1-4, 6)
Type material. JAPAN. 1 male and 1 female 

syntypes (male lectotype and female paralecto-
type by present designation) labelled: ‘Mt. Kongo. 
Osaka, Jap. Leg. Y. Yano. 25-4-1974’ [white typeset 
label] / ‘Ex coll. J.E.A.Lewis’ [white typeset label] 
/ ‘Cotype’ [red typeset label] / ‘Rupa japonica sp.n. 
cotype det. ING. JEDLIČKA’ [white mixed hand-
written and typeset label] / ‘H.E.Andrewes Coll. 
B.M.1945-97.’ (BMNH, box No 749); 1 male syn-
type (paralectotype by present designation) labelled: 

*Corresponding author
 1 The correct Japanese spelling of this mountain is Mt. Kongô-zan.




