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Further study on Chasmogenus and Paracymus from Turkey 
(Coleoptera: Hydrophilidae)
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Abstract: The fi rst records of the genus Chasmogenus SHARP, 1882 and Chasmogenus livornicus (KUWERT, 1890), 
Paracymus relaxus REY, 1884 are given from Turkey. The characteristic features are shortly described and 
illustrated, data on distribution and ecological notes are also given.
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Introduction
The genus Chasmogenus was established by 
SHARP (1882) for a new species C. fragilis from 
Central America. Most species were described 
from the Ethiopian region; also occurring in 
Neotropical, Australian, Oriental and Palearctic 
regions, particularly in the warmer climates. 32 
species distributed over all zoogeographical regions 
pertain to this genus; in the Palearctic region only 
three species are known (HEBAUER 1992, HANSEN 
1991, 2004, KOMAREK 2003). Only one species 
was recorded from Europe so far. Apparently, 
the genus Chasmogenus is not yet recorded from 
Turkey. However, it was recorded from Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Croatia, Greece, Italy, Spain and Israel 
(HANSEN 2004). The occurrence of Chasmogenus in 
Turkey is here recorded for the fi rst time, which is 
represented by C. livornicus. 

Paracymus THOMSON, 1867 is a genus 
distributed throughout the world, comprising over 
100 described species. The studies on this genus in 

Turkey are very limited. So far, three species have 
been recorded from Turkey: Paracymus aeneus 
(GERMAR, 1824), Paracymus chalceolus (SOLSKY, 
1874) and Paracymus scutellaris (ROSENHAUER, 
1856) (WOOLDRIDGE 1978, HANSEN 2004, MART et 
al. 2006). A fourth species is doubtfully signaled: 
Paracymus relaxus REY, 1884 by HANSEN (2004). 
This study confi rms P. relaxus as surely Turkish 
species.

Materials and Methods
Samples were collected from the edge of various 
water bodies: brooks of cool running water, a 
lake; with a sieve, a ladle and a net having meshes 
size of 1 mm. The beetles were killed with 70% 
alcohol, and in the laboratory were cleaned off 
from clayey and muddy substances with a small 
paintbrush. The aedeagophore was dissected under 
a stereomicroscope. 
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