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Abstract:  Nineteen bird bone remains (MNI=10) of 6 orders, 7 families and 8 species (9 taxa), dated ca. 8000 BP 
have been identifi ed: Cygnus olor, Anser erythropus, Buteo lagopus, Grus grus, Otis tarda, Tetrax tetrax, 
Columba palumbus and Corvus cornix. The site provides the 3rd Bulgarian record of B. lagopus, and 4th 
one of A. erythropus. The fi ndings of G. grus are the oldest species’ record in the country. Most of the 
fi ndings originate from hunted wild birds, most of them inhabitants of openland grassy and wetland habi-
tats. 
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Introduction
Location: The archaeological site is located in the 
central part of Sofi a Kettle (UTM grid: GN 02) at ca. 
600 m a. s. l. (42-41’ N; 23-19’ E), CW Bulgaria. 

Excavations: The site was known since the 
1920-s, but most exhaustively it was excavated 
in 1985-1989, 1991, 1993-1997 and 2004) by 
a team, leaded by DR. VASIL NIKOLOV (National 
Archaeological Institute and Museum, Bulgarian 
Academy of Sciences, Sofi a) (IVKOVSKA 2008). The 
total excavated area in 1985 was ca. 500 m2 (DOBRI-
NOVA 1985). The total amount of the collected animal 
remains is 3333 bones, bone fragments, teeth and 
shells (IVKOVSKA 2008).

Dating and cultural interrelationships: Еarly 
Neolithic, referred to Karanovo – I Culture (NIKOLOV 
ET AL. 1992). Avian remains originated from 4 cultural 
layers (buildingg horizons) – I to IV. Latter NIKOLOV 
et al. (2005) precized dating as ‘1st half of the Early 
Neolithic’ (p. 30).

Associated fauna: Mammalia: Wild – Bos prim-
igenius (BOJANUS, 1827), Cervus elaphus LINNAEUS, 
1758, Capreolus capreolus (LINNAEUS, 1758), Sus 
scrofa LINNAEUS, 1758, Felis silvestris SCHREBER, 
1775, Castor fi ber LINNAEUS, 1758, Lepus capen-
sis LINNAEUS, 1758; Domestic – Bos taurus, Ovis 
aries, Capra hircus, Sus scrofa domestica, Canis 
familiaris (IVKOVSKA 2008), Erinaceus concolor 
MARTIN, 1838 (probably misdated) (DR. NIKOLAY 
SPASSOV, NMNHS – unpubl. data), Mollusca: Unio 
sp. (IVKOVSKA 2008).

Material and Methods
A total of 19 avian fi ndings have been collected. 
One of them (No NMNHS 1302) has been reported 
by NINOV (1992) as ‘a distal fragment of tarsometa-
tarsus, whose species belonging could not be deter-
mined’ (p. 154). Latter in the early 1990s this fi nd 




