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Introduction 
Alinda biplicata (MONTAGU 1803) is widely distributed 
over Central, Western and Eastern Europe and is most 
diverse in Southeastern Europe (NORDSIECK 2008), 
including the Balkans (DAMJANOV, LIKHAREV 1975). 
Although many subspecies have been described, for 
a long time the precise taxonomic position of these 
clausiliid taxa remains a desideratum. For Bulgaria, 
WOHLBEREDT (1911) reported the subspecies A. b. 
michaudiana L. PFEIFFER 1848, and A. b. distincta 
STURANY 1894, for the Western Rhodopes, Stanimaka 
(= Asenovgrad), and A. b. bosnina (BRANCSIK 1890) 
for Kushbunar near Philippopel (=Plovdiv), Trakia 
Plain. WAGNER (1928) recorded two more subspe-
cies, i.e. A. b. eupleuris MÖLLENDORFF 1899, for the 
Western Rhodopes, Dli Dere, Kostenets district and 
A.b. distinctior WAGNER 1928, for Rila Mountains, 
valley of Rilska river. Two further subspecies of A. 
biplicata were mentioned by URBAŃSKI (1960), i.e. 
A. b. euptychia EHRMANN 1960, for Rila Mountains 
and A. b. reducta URBAŃSKI 1960: Sofi a, Botany gar-

den and from Rila Mountains, below Mussala peak, 
1800 m. Later URBAŃSKI (1964) described the new 
subspecies A. b. atanasovi URBAŃSKI 1964  from the 
Western Rhodopes, river Chepelarska, at the road 
Asenovgrad to Narechen; Asenova Krepost ruins. 
He believed that A. b. distincta does not occur in 
Bulgaria but only in the Western Balkans (Albania, 
Serbia and FRY Macedonia). Finally URBAŃSKI 
(1969) described another subspecies of A. biplicata 
– A. b. tenuispira URBAŃSKI 1969 from the Western 
Rhodopes, east of Smolyan town and from Chaira 
area near village Trigrad. In the same publication, 
Urbański recorded the subspecies cf. A. b. elegan-
tissima (A. J. WAGNER 1914) for Rila Mountains, 1 
km area around Rilski monastery and mentioned a 
new locality for A. b. eupleuris: Vitosha Mountains, 
up to Knyazhevo village, 1000 m.

According to all these publications, different 
subspecies of A. biplicata often occur syntopical-
ly and, at the same time, the same subspecies can 
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Abstract:  Two new subspecies of Alinda biplicata (MONTAGU 1803): A. biplicata alibotushensis ssp. n. from Ali-
botush Mountains (= Slavyanka), and A. biplicata karlukovoensis ssp. n. from the region of Karlukovo, 
Stara Planina Range) and one new subspecies of Alinda atanasovi URBANSKI 1964: A. atanasovi kremen-
ensis ssp. n. from village Kremen, Eastern Rhodope Mountains are described. With the present study the 
number of subspecies of A. biplicata in Bulgaria become six. Some questions about the criteria of subspe-
cies description, the subspecifi c diversity, the distribution and origin of A. biplicata and its subspecies are 
discussed.

Key words: Clausiliidae,  Alinda, taxonomy, new subspecies, Bulgaria




